
A Summer of Celebration  

The 75th summer at Little Eden was a great one of celebra-
tion. We were blessed with yet another wonderful sum-
mer team to serve our families, youth and guests. We 
were blessed with an abundance of water, okay, maybe an 
over abundance - high water made us move the water-
front shed back and move the ‘Meet and Greet’ to a new 
firepit; and torrential rains one Saturday gave us 9 plus 
inches of rain to deal with during turnovers. But through-
out the summer, we celebrated 75 years of memories 
being made at Little Eden. 

We brought the old logo back in the gift shop and craft 
shop. We had a commemorative blanket made. Campers 

wrote favorite memories in 
the Anniversary Journal (see 
pages 3 & 4 to read a few of 
the entries). And we had cake 
every Thursday evening dur-
ing family camps to celebrate 
Little Eden’s 75th Anniversary. 

But the celebration isn’t over! 

75th Anniversary Dinner:  You’re invited! 

On November 9, we will culminate the 75th anniversary 
celebrations with a dinner at Sauder Village Founder’s Hall 
at 22611 State Route 2, Archbold, Ohio at 6:00 p.m. 

Door Prizes 
All attendees will receive five (5) door prize tickets and can 
choose which door prize box(es) to put their tickets in. Put 
all five in one box or put one in five different boxes. We 
already have several great door prizes from local Northern 
Michigan establishments we all love with more coming in 
daily - ski lift tickets to Crystal Mountain, free golf at The 
Heathlands, a Portage Lake serving tray from MacBeth’s, a 
gift certificate from The Glenwood Restaurant, free golf at 
Pinecroft, a gift certificate from Orchard Lane Country 
Store, a gift certificate from The Fillmore Restaurant, and 
more. Winners for each item will be drawn throughout the 
evening. 

Dinner and More 
Dinner is a two meat buffet with dessert. There will also be 
pictures scrolling from every decade throughout dinner 
time, a table with video highlights of the old lodge being 
torn down, special music, a few highlights of Little Eden’s 75 
year history, opportunities to buy the commemorative blan-
ket and Little Eden wear, write in the Anniversary Journal  
(if you weren’t able at camp this summer) and greet past 
directors. 

But most importantly, it will be an evening of fun and  
fellowship with friends and family and an evening to give 
thanks to God for the wonderful memories and ministry 
that have taken place over the last 75 years because of the 
vision of five men back in 1944! 

If you haven’t already purchased your tickets, you can do so 
one of two ways: 

 Order your tickets over the phone by calling the 
camp and paying with a credit card. 

 Fill in the enclosed response card and mail it back 
to camp. 

Cost is $50 for adults, $30 for children ages 2-12, and  
children under two eat free. 

We hope to see you there! 

Celebrating 75 Years: 1944 to 2019                      
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This year’s summer team 



great example for the 
younger ones. The 
cool part of high school camp is that most 
of these campers have been attending 
camp since they were 3rd or 4th graders. 

Their continual return to camp 
shows their deep love for it.  
During this week, these campers 
were able to be in community 
and understand the value of it. 
A unique part of the high school 
camp are the “discussions” after 
supper, where intentional con-
versation is had about difficul-
ties they may face in these 

young adult years. They provide insightful thoughts and ask 
questions that challenge one another to approach the difficul-
ties with the Truth. In this week, they learned how to be a 
light for Christ in this world.  

No matter what each year 
brings, God is sovereign over 
these two weeks. He is changing 
these campers’ hearts. The 
campers are able to see and 
learn about how good, faithful 
and kind our Father is. During 
these weeks, campers under-
stand unconditional love be-
cause of Jesus and the cross.   

A huge thank you to everyone 
who made our youth camps  
possible:  leadership staff, the 
registrar, counselors, support 
staff, bus drivers, volunteers 
and parents who entrusted us with their children! 
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nother summer has gone by at Little Eden, which also 
means two fun and rich weeks of kid’s camps have 

passed. These weeks included countless hours outside enjoy-
ing the summer weather, running around participating in crazy 
activities, and building friendships with one another.  

Boys & Girls Camp. Every year, special memories are held for 
each camp, and this year was no different. The boys and girls 
camp is always filled with newness, as it may be some camp-
ers’ first year attending. The highlight of this week was wit-

nessing a long-standing prayer being 
answered. For years, it has been a 
prayer to increase the number of 
campers, and this year there were 
over 70 boys and girls campers! These 
campers are a great example why 
Jesus teaches us to have childlike 
faith. They find joy in eating coffee 
“cake” for breakfast and seeing how 
science points to God’s Word.  

Junior High Camp. The junior high camp is a lovely blend of 
both camps, offering the excitement of boys and girls camp 
yet resembling the maturity of 
the high school camp. During 
junior high camp worship, it was 
a stunning sight to see these jun-
ior high campers with a heart for 
worship declaring the Truth with 
their voices. They didn’t care how 
loud they were, what they 
sounded like or what they looked 
like. Their hearts were genuinely 
fixed on praising God.  

High School Camp. The high school camp occurs simultane-
ously with the boys and girls camp, and they always provide a 

Haven’t paid your 2019 membership fee yet? 

Be sure to mail in your $35 Membership Fee  before September 30th. And if you’ve had an address, phone number or email change, 
please notify the camp office. It is your responsibility to let the camp know of any contact information changes. 

2019 Youth Camps: Changing campers’ hearts 

A 

t all began with the building of the 
new lodge. Vawn Kolk, Head of 

Housekeeping, first became involved in 
Little Eden as the old lodge was being 
torn down and the new lodge was being 

Vawn Kolk, Head of Houskeeping:  Thirty years at Little Eden Camp 

I 

by Delaney 
Nofziger 

Want to get  
involved in our  

2020 Youth Camps? 

 

   We are looking for  
worship leaders both 

weeks of camps. Contact 
the camp for more details. 

built. And now in 2019, Vawn has completed thirty years of 
service at Little Eden.  

Thanks, Vawn, for your dedication to the camp and for provid-
ing clean facilities for so many people for so many years!   



we would try to go down as quietly as possible but were  
usually unsuccessful!”  

- Shelly Mann Longenecker 

“My grandparents, Dave and Doris (Liechty) Lehman met at 
camp about 70 years ago. They married and brought their six 
children, one of whom was my dad, David Lehman. My parents 
brought us four kids, and now we are bringing the fourth gen-
eration of Lehmans to enjoy this special place. I love coming 
back every year and smelling the same smells (the grill, the 
beach) and watching my kids enjoy this place as I did as a child 
– playing in the little creek, making tie-dye shirts at the craft 
shop and going for a boat ride. Coming here feels like a step 
back in time, where no one locks their cabin doors, and your 
flip flops are wherever you left them. Sunsets and campfires 
over Lake Michigan are THE BEST!”  

- Adrienne Reichanadter 

“There are many memories that were made and are still being 
made in Lakeview. From playing games, to pranking the last 
one in at night, to cramming tons of people to sleep on cots in 
the loft, to chillin’ on the front porch – my kids adore this 
place. Senior pictures are a must for them at LE! This year our 
family totaled 67! Thank you to the staff who maintain this 
‘resort’ and to the founding fathers who acted on their vision!”  

- Tonya Harmelink (great-granddaughter of Harley Nofziger) 

“My favorite memory is fishing with my dad, playing in the 
pond and staying up and ghost in the graveyard or sardines. 
Just being here is fun.”   

- Ethan, age 12 

Little Eden Camp memories          ...by Little Eden campers 

As part of our 75th Anniversary celebrations, this summer we had a memory journal in which camp-
ers could record their favorite Little Eden memories.  Here are a few of the entries written.  Join us 
at the celebration dinner at Sauder Village Founder’s Hall on November 9 to add your favorite mem-
ory and read others (see page one for more details). 

Continued on pg 4... 
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“Everybody is kind and helpful.”   
- Evelyn, age 9 

“LE holds a special place in our family!  Knowing that Great-
Grandpa helped to start it (Lewis Britsch) and seeing the next 
generation love it warms my heart! I love ping pong, shuffle-
board, tennis, volleyball, octoball, etc….all within the view of 
the beach – everyone having fun nearby and smelling the grill 
while we do it. Yum. What a safe and special place!”   

- Jenni Blodgett 

“I love to sail and go boating 
here at Little Eden.”   

- Brant, age 11 

“During one of the last two 
summers of the old lodge, it 
was a very hot week for the 
Rest & Relaxation I Camp. We 
were in old Maplewood – a lot 
of us! I couldn’t sleep, so about 
1:00 am, I got up and sat out-
side. I observed a family of rac-
coons rummaging through the 

trash can – very cute. A little while later, I saw a skunk heading 
our way walking across the bridge. It disappeared among the 
cars. A few minutes later, I heard something right behind me. I 
didn’t move a muscle for several minutes. Sure enough, the 
skunk was under my chair, sniffing my feet. My toes were dug 
deep into the sand. I’m stiff as a board. I’m also laughing at 
the thought of the camp waking up to a loud scream and 
skunk odor, should it bite me. Then the skunk began gnawing 
on the knuckles of my toes. After a few moments, the skunk 
had enough and wandered away. Eventually, I calmed down 
and went to bed in the quiet camp.”  

- Kent Lederman 

 “As a young girl, I remember the first thing we did when we 
arrived, was go to the wash house (now Mo-Z-Inn) to find 
Grandma Nofziger. She was doing laundry….I remember rugs 
hanging on the line. My Grandpa Nofziger and her were man-
agers – he was one of the founders. I love that now my family, 
including my grandkids, LOVE to enjoy this beautiful place!!”   

- Char Roth, granddaughter of Harley Nofziger 

“Little Eden is and has been a special place for my family. I’ve 
been coming here for 45 plus years starting when I was 8. My 
favorite memory is staying in the attic of the old lodge with my 
sisters, girl cousins and girlfriends! I loved running down the 
old fire escape stairs and hearing the clanging. During chapel, 

The new sailboats and canoes in 
2019 were a hit! 

Snacks in the old lodge dining room 



“My most vivid memory: ‘The Evelyn Nafziger Ski Show’, Chris-
tian Business and Professional Week, July 1992 - Steve Wyse 
instigated it early in the week, posters advertising the show 
were made in the craft shop and nailed to tree trunks. The 
camp was abuzz with anticipation! Then on Thursday evening, 
the prequel to the talent show was a parade of boats motoring 
west to east, in front of the beach. Austin Lehman did a 360 
degree on a knee board (he was 10), Jason Wyse did a ‘jump 
the wake and flip’ on a kneeboard, 16-year-old Amy (Nafziger) 
Springer wowed us slaloming and the grand finale was Vern 
and Evelyn Nafziger (Brent and Ron Kauffman) in overalls 
(Vern), a large white bra, mop for hair and modest black skirt 
(Evelyn), waving to their adoring fans. Due to the standing 
ovation, they circled back but ‘Evelyn’ had lost her wig by then. 
Cypress Gardens had nothing on this spectacular display of 
talent and creativity!”  

- Jan Lehman, who was lucky enough to ‘marry into’ LE 

“My memories of my first few trips to Little Eden are of a sand 
road from Cadillac to camp. There was almost no traffic. Our 
family first came in the 40’s when I was about six. Soon I was 
able to come to camp for ‘kid’s camp’. Soon after that (by 
1948), we began spending two weeks here and several years 
later were joined by Dr. Ernest Smucker and family (cousins) 
and spent the Saturday between weeks having a bon fire at 
Lake Michigan and making hobo meals as no meal was served 
at camp on Saturday noon! I was married on August 5, 1961, 
so that year (much to my father’s dismay), we missed camp. 
The next four years, Dean and I were living in Denver, CO, and 
couldn’t come. I think I have been at camp 67 of the last 72 
years. Our kids and grandkids love Little Eden! When our chil-
dren, Kevin and John, were four and five, we were on staff for 
the summer. What a great time they had! I remember my dad 
sawing down trees, building a fire escape from the second 
floor of the lodge and basically spending most of the week 
working around camp which he loved! My husband, Dean, had 
been here several times as a child. He didn’t especially enjoy it 
then, but over the years has learned to love Little Eden also.”  

- Jeanette Beck 

“My favorite memory is when I came to kid’s camp with my 
best friend and on the first night instead of her being on her 

bed, she was on the couch that was 
outside of the room. Turns out she 
slept walked and ended up on the 
couch. I’m still wondering how she 
got off the top bunk without me or any of the others noticing.”  

- Jalyn, age 15 

“I’ve been coming to LE my entire life (48 years) and have 
many fond memories. Our 
four children look forward 
to camp...being reunited 
with cousins, aunts, uncles, 
grams, gramps and friends. 
It has evolved over the 
years to a big family reun-
ion, where we can all relax 
from hectic schedules and 
visit from different states. 
My favorite memory as a 
child was the anticipa-
tion…the fidgety car ride 
from Manistee around 
Portage Lake. My sister and I 
couldn’t wait to jump out of 
the car and race to the foun-
tain under the bell for a sip of ice, cold spring water. I also 
have fond memories of the old, green lodge…wooden cup-
boards along the wall of the second floor, the old cast iron tubs 
and the mysterious third floor apartment. Little Eden is magi-
cal – truly a special place I feel blessed to visit once a year.”  

- Julie (Gerber) Stutzman 

“My favorite memory 
is walking with my 
mom (Marge) to 
watch the Little Eden 
softball ‘All-Stars’ 
battle against the 
New York Yankees of 
Northern Michigan 
(aka) Portage Point. I 
was five or six years 
old and the walk 
seemed endless, but 
was worth every step 
as I look back 50 
years later.”   

- Jim Hoops 

“I have worked on staff and been a camper here for multiple 
years. Both have been very enjoyable. Little Eden is special 
because of the people and the place. It is my favorite place in 
the world. I hope to enjoy it for many, many more years.”  

- Wes Gerber 

Little Eden Camp memories 

...continued from pg. 3 
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“Trophies” from the softball competitions 

 

 

A 1963 camper excited about drinking 
from the well by the bell. 

Campers of all ages signed the Memory Journal 



Page 5 LIT TLE E DE N E CHOES  

 

Fall Work Weekend: Oct. 17-20 

   Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 19 
 

Fall Scrapbook Retreats:  

Oct. 24-27 & Oct. 31-Nov. 3 

We still have room for you in the Oct. 31- 

Nov. 3 weekend - download a brochure at  

https://www.littleeden.org/scrapbook-retreats.html 
 

75th Anniversary Celebration:  Nov. 9 
At Sauder Village Founder’s Hall, 22611 State Route 2, 

Archbold, Ohio at 6 pm. This will be an evening of  

thanksgiving, celebration and praise. See page 1 for more 

details. Buy your tickets now by using the response insert  

or calling the camp. 
 

Victorian Sleighbell Weekend:  Dec. 5-8 

Come stay at Little Eden during this fun weekend in Manis-

tee filled with traditional Christmas events—chestnuts roast-

ing, carolers, shop owners dressed in Victorian clothing, a 

horse-drawn parade, a Christmas craft show, and more.... 

Visit http://manisteesleighbellparade.com for info. 
 

Little Eden Winter Golf Scramble:  Feb. 12 
This fun golf event will be held at the Highlands Course  

at the Meadows Golf Club in Sarasota, FL. Dinner to follow 

at Der Dutchman. For more details, contact Wayne  

Lambright at 574-536-6375. 
 

Winter Scrapbook Retreat:  Feb. 14-16 

Mothers/Daughters, Grandmas/Granddaughters, 

Aunts/Nieces, come and scrap together. This scrapbook 

retreat is open to girls ages 10 to 18 when attending with  

adult scrappers. Download a brochure at   

https://www.littleeden.org/scrapbook-retreats.html 

Upcoming Events 

Crosswalk update 

fter submitting the paperwork  
needed for Little Eden’s Cross-

walk Project, the Manistee Country 
Road Commission delayed issuing our 
permit because they had scheduled 
Portage Point Drive to be tarred and 
chipped this summer. Last week, they 
completed their tarring and chipping 
project, and we anticipate them issu-
ing a permit for the crosswalk soon, 
with hopes of it being installed yet this 
fall. If you wish to contribute to this 
project, you may still do so using the 
enclosed response card. 

A 

e would like to thank Heather 
Gage for her service to Little Eden. 

Heather has cared for our non-summer 
guests for the past two years. In October, 
she will be moving back to South Carolina 
where she hopes “to pursue something in 
the area of working with youth, mentoring 
and discipleship.” On behalf of every-
one at Little Eden, thank you, Heather! 

Thank you, Heather Gage 

W 

ittle Eden Camp is accepting resumes for our Guest Services 
opening. This is a full-time, year round ministry position 

with benefits. We are also accepting applications for a Food Ser-
vice Chef/Manager to be part-time in the summer and part-
time/on-call in the winter. This person would assist our Food 
Service Director on some shifts and fill in for Craig on his days off. 

Applicants must be in agreement with Little Eden’s history, mis-
sion and vision. If you are interested in more information about 
either position, you may read more and review job descriptions 
at www.littleeden.org or call Wayne Faber, Executive Director, at 
231-889-4294. If, after prayerful consideration, you feel you fit 
the qualifications, please submit a resume by emailing it to 
Wayne at admin@littleeeden.org.  

Open positions at camp 

L 

t’s that time of year again—submit your photos for Little 
Eden’s 2019 Photo Contest! The winners in each category 

will receive a $25 credit to the Little Eden Gift Shop. The two 
categories for this year are: 

 Scenic pictures – flowers, sunsets, the lake, animals, 
birds, the nature trail, etc. 

 People pictures – eating ice cream, sitting around the 
fire, fishing, jumping off the pier, families, adults, kids 
or any age just enjoying being at camp.  

Please email the pictures to lyndaf@littleeden.org or send a usb 
drive to Little Eden, 3721 Portage Point Dr, Onekama, MI 49675. 

Rules: Pictures must have been taken in 2019 and must be submitted in high 
resolution digital format (jpeg or tiff) by October 30, 2019, with the under-
standing that they could be used in future newsletters and marketing pieces, 
on the camp website, social media or elsewhere. Names of the people in the 
pictures or of those taking the photos will not be disclosed when using the 
photos. No copy written or watermarked photos may be submitted.  

I 

mailto:lyndaf@littleeden.org
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his year Little Eden’s Fall Work Weekend is scheduled 
for October 17-20. Fall is beautiful in Northern Michigan, 
and this year promises to be near peak color during our 

Fall Work Weekend. Come on up, enjoy the ride and scenery 
around you and give a helping hand to prepare camp for winter. 

Work will include fall clean-up—inside and outside. Projects are 
re-roofing Wil-Lo-Inn and the camp house in which the Food Ser-
vice Director lives as well as building a new structure over the grill 
by the beach. We will also be assembling Sauder furniture to up-
date the upstairs of the lodge and some of the cabins...No matter 
your skill set, there will be something for everyone! 

You are welcome to come Thursday or Friday and stay through 
Sunday. All meals are provided Thursday noon through Sunday 

T 

 

Celebrating 75 years 1  

2019 Youth Camps: Changing campers’ hearts 2 

Vawn Kolk: Thirty years at Little Eden 2 

Little Eden Camp memories 3 

Open positions at camp & thank you, Heather Gage 5 

Photo contest, crosswalk update & upcoming events 5 

Inside this issue: 

Fall Work Weekend 2019: Come join us! 
The 75

th
 Annual Meeting Agenda 

October 19 at 8:00 p.m. at camp 

 
1. Welcome and Call to Order  
2. Opening Prayer  
3. Presenting of Minutes of 2018 Members’ Meeting  

- Motion to approve minutes.  
4. Review of Major Decisions for ‘18 - ‘19 Year  
   - Operational Board Decisions  
   - Master Site Plan Updates    
   - Motion by membership to approve the actions and 

decisions of the Board of Directors on behalf of the 
membership during the 2018 - 2019 year.  

5. Presentation of Annual Report  
Review of the report - Balance Sheet and Income & 
Expense, questions/comments by members about 
Annual Report.  

6. Presentation of Nominees for Open Positions & 
Request for Additional Nominees  
- Board of Directors, Grounds Committee,  
  Auxiliary Committee, Vote 

7. Little Eden Update  
8. Recognition of Retiring Board and Committee 

Members 
9. Closing Comments, Motion to Adjourn, Closing Prayer 

 

breakfast. Lodging and meals are free for those who volunteer. If 
you have more time and want to come early to help prep projects 
for work weekend, we would welcome the extra help. Just men-
tion your interest in doing so when you contact the camp. 

The Fall Work Weekend also includes the Annual Meeting which 
will be held Saturday, October 19 at 8:00 pm in the chapel at 
camp. All members are encouraged to attend. 

Please contact the camp at office@littleeden.org or 231-889-
4294 to let us know if you plan to attend the work weekend—
when you will come and what meals you will eat here. Any and 
all help of ALL ages is greatly appreciated!  

Many hands make light work 

mailto:office@littleeden.org

