
amp has been a life source for me over the years. 
I wait in bated anticipation each year for that 

time when I know that I will be headed back to camp. 
Little Eden has been the place of many spiritual events, 
from publicly announcing my decision to follow Christ, 
witnessing my brother's baptism, counseling the youth 
as a staffer, to leading Bible studies and devotion-
als with the summer staff. 

When I graduated high school, I knew that I 
wanted to be able to give back to the place 
that has given me so much over the years. 
The next four summers were pivotal for me 
in both my relationship with Christ as well 
as my relationships with others. I grew from 
a timid, shy 18-year-old to a leader and 
someone who can easily make connections 
with campers and youth alike!  

The weeks counseling the kids were some of the most 
powerful 
weeks of 
my life. I 
was privi-
leged 
enough to 
watch 
these chil-
dren catch 
the pas-
sion and 

desire to grow close to the Lord. That alone changed 
my life. Little Eden provided me a place to grow, to ex-
perience life on my own, and to develop my faith and 
make it my own. 

Having the chance to work in the office the past four 

years formed me into the young 
man I am today. I am thankful for 
the chance to get to know campers 
and the camp weeks as well as I 
did. Over the course of the past 
four years, I developed relation-
ships with people I consider men-

tors, friends, 
and family—my 
camp family. 
My favorite questions I received as a 
staffer were "How is the summer go-
ing?" "You're back again?!" "Do you 
work here year-round?"  

I highly recommend serving on staff 
and the growth that serving provides. 
I will greatly miss being a part of the 

staff this summer and seeing all the familiar faces I have 
come to know, but I am eager to return for my family 
weeks and be in a place that means so much to me! 
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Michael Short was a part of our summer staff for the last four years and will be greatly missed this 

summer. He currently works at M.E. Miller Tire in Wauseon, OH where he does IT, Logistics and Payroll.  

We would love to have more young adults experience working at Little Eden as part of our summer 

staff. We still have a few spots open on our 2021 team. If you know college-aged adults who would be 

interested, encourage them to apply at littleeden.org! 

“Little Eden provided 
me a place to grow,  
to experience life on 

my own, and to  
develop my faith and 

make it my own.” 



have been able to once again address 
projects which were delayed over the 
last year due to COVID-19. Some of 
these projects include painting guest 
rooms on both floors of the lodge, re-
placing couches and sleeper sofas in five 
different cabins, replacing the camp 
speed boat, replacing the old water filtration system which ser-
vices all of camp on the south side of Portage Point Drive, replac-
ing the well at the staff house where our Food Service Director 
(Craig Coffey) lives and replacing the salad bar unit which was no 
longer fixable in the dining room. It has been good to be able to 
address these much-needed projects. In addition, memorial gifts 
and designated funds were given to replace five camp row boats 
and various furniture was donated for several cabins. 

Looking ahead. This spring we are starting to see some small 

groups begin to use the lodge again. We are also beginning to get 
inquiries about future groups wanting to come to camp during 
the non-summer season. With this interest beginning to pick up, 
we anticipate that once COVID is under control, we will have 
many of our past groups return. At that point, we will look to add 
the Guest Services position back in to our year-round team. 

Please continue to remember the camp in your prayers. Pray that 
we will be able to stay open this spring so that we can minister to 
groups, youth and families. And as we gear up for our summer 
youth camps and family camps, please pray that we would be 
able to hold them this summer and that campers would be safe, 
stay healthy and be blessed through their time at camp.  

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at Little Eden this 
summer – those who were able to come last year and as well as 
many of you who were unable to attend last year. To those still 
unable to come due to health or extenuating circumstances, 
please know, as a staff, we will miss you and pray for you. 
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do not need to tell anyone that this year has been very unu-
sual. It was just over a year ago that we all learned what a 
coronavirus is and more specifically what COVID-19 is. We 

have all gone through a lot this year, but we at Little Eden have so 
much for which to be thankful.  

Thankful. First, although we had to cancel youth camps, Little 

Eden Camp was able to open last summer just in time for family 
camps and had no reports of COVID-19 at or because of camp.  

Mid-November, we were unable to continue hosting and feeding 
groups in the lodge due to restrictions by the State of Michigan. 
But we are thankful to report beginning February 1, we were able 
to provide food service to lodge groups once again.     

While the lodge was closed this winter, we were blessed to have 
families use cabins. In fact, we had more families come and enjoy 
staying in cabins this year than most winters. Our cabins, with full 
kitchens where families can do their own cooking, are ideally set 
up to get away while still socially distancing. 

We are also very thankful for the many friends of Little Eden who 
financially supported the camp, many families in a larger way 
than in the past. This has been a tremendous blessing and help to 
Little Eden. Our gratitude is beyond words.  

I am also thankful to report that our first PPP loan, which we re-
ceived in April of 2020, was fully forgiven on February 24, 2021. 
Little Eden was recently approved for a second PPP loan, which 
should be fully forgiven later this year. Both of these loans have 
helped cover some of our payroll expenses during our state man-
dated closures. Little Eden also applied for and received two Sur-
vival Grants through the State of Michigan and a Federal Employ-
ee Retention Credit for one fiscal quarter. We are truly thankful 
for God’s provision through these many different avenues. 

Projects. Because of the continued support of our camp fami-

lies, the forgivable PPP loans and the grants/credits received, we 

From the desk of Wayne Faber, Executive Director 
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 Youth Camps: 

Junior High Youth Camp: June 13 - 18 

Boys & Girls Camp: June 20 - 25 

High School Camp: June 20 - 25 
 

Family Camps: 

Pre-Family I Week: June 12 - 18 
   - No resource person or camp program. 

Pre-Family II Week: June 19 - 25 
   - No resource person or camp program. 

Genesis Week: June 26 - July 2 
   Jeff Reichanadter of Avon, IN 

First Family Week: July 3 - 9 
   Sarah Short of Archbold, OH 

Christian Fellowship Week: July 10 - 16    
   Ramon Lianez of Wauseon, OH 

Home Builders Week: July 17 - 23 
   Bill Holsopple of Archbold, OH 

 

Christian Business/Prof. Week: July 24 - 30 
   Jeff Ryan of Rogers City, MI 

Second Family Week: July 31 - August 6 
   Tyler Hartford of Goshen, IN 

Farmers Week: August 7 - 13 
   Glenn Nofziger II of Millersburg, OH 

Rest & Relaxation Week 1: August 14 - 20 
   Cal Emerson of Owosso, MI 

R & R II/Home School Week: August 21 - 27 
    Jeff Polen of Applecreek, OH  
Lifetime Activities: August 28 - September 3 

   - No  resource person or camp program. 

Golf &Fellowship Week:  September 4 - 10 
   John Murray, Dean of Global Engagement at  Hesston  

   College, Hesston, KS  

Quilting Week: September 12 - 17 

   Cynthia Denlinger of Millersburg, OH 
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hop for your favorite Little Eden swag with our Online 

Gift Shop. Everything that you can find in our store at 

camp, you can order online and have it delivered right to 

your front door. Go to 

littleeden.org today and 

check out our inventory! Or 

if you are unable to come to 

camp this summer, visit our 

website and order your  

favorite Little Eden items 

during your family week to 

help you miss camp a little 

less! 

s we enter Spring, we are gearing up for another great 
summer at Little Eden. In this last year of dealing with a 
global pandemic, we have seen time and again how im-

portant camp is and what a blessing it has been to families as a 
place to get away to rest and be refreshed. Little Eden has 
learned what it needs to do to limit 
the risk of COVID-19 exposure to our 
campers and staff and will continue to 
implement many of the changes 
made last year during this coming 
summer camp season as well.   

Family Camps. Family camps, for the 
most part, will run similar to last year. 
We will continue to do activities out-
side as much as possible, including 
our Sunday worship service and 
morning devotions. Unfortunately, 
our evening worship and talent show 
will likely need to be canceled because of indoor gathering re-

strictions. Our dining room may need 
to continue cafeteria-style with staff 
serving guests. However, we have been 
able to open up our drink station which 
is a nice option for campers.   

Masks are still required in indoor public 
areas which includes the dining room, 
chapel, hallways, office and public re-
strooms of the lodge and the bath-
house. We will also continue our in-
creased cleaning and sanitizing around 
camp on a daily basis. And check-out 
will again be on Friday at 1:00 p.m. (an 
hour later than last year) to allow for 
the extra cleaning and sanitizing in 

Youth and family camps 2021   

A 
cabins required by the CDC. 

Please know Little Eden will continue to monitor our state’s regu-
lations and make changes accordingly. Just like last summer, ten 
to fourteen days prior to your arrival at camp, we will send an 

email to those attending to let you 
know what to expect, what the current 
regulations in the state of Michigan 
are, and any self-monitoring that 
needs to occur before attending camp.   

Youth Camps. We are so excited to be 
able to hold Youth Camps this summer. 
Little Eden will be following new Covid 
guidelines and adjusting activities to 
accommodate them, but we still look 
forward to having a great time with 
each young person who is able to 
attend. If you would like to know more 

about the changes we have made for our youth camps, we have 
posted our Youth Camp COVID-19 Plan on our website at 
littleeden.org.   

Please keep us in your prayers that God would continue to build 
a hedge of protection around Little Eden so all of our campers 
and staff remain healthy. We have been so blessed this past  
year and love all the people who make up the Little Eden  
community. We are looking forward to summer 2021! 

Online gift shop 

S 
M-55 bridge closure 

nother bridge on M-55 is being  

replaced. The bridge just east of 

the Manistee Meijer will be out until  

November of 2021 so if you normally take 

M-55 on your trip to camp, please 

plan accordingly.  

A 
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ome to camp this spring and help us get Little Eden 
ready for the summer season. We will be doing some 

preliminary work on Thursday, May 13, and then working all 
day Friday, May 14 and Saturday, May 15. Housing and 
meals are provided for those who 
volunteer. Meals will be served 
from Thursday lunch through 
Sunday breakfast.  

Work projects will include spring 
cleaning inside and outside, sev-
eral carpentry projects, assem-
bling furniture for cabins, 
splitting firewood, putting docks 
in, cleaning up the grounds, prep-
ping camp for the summer season and more.   

COVID-19 restrictions are still in place in Michigan, so bring 
your masks for wearing in the lodge and in group gatherings. 
If you want to come earlier in the week to help prep projects 
for work weekend, we would love to have you.  

Please contact the camp at office@littleeden.org or 231-889
-4294 to let us know how many will attend, when you will 
come and what meals you will eat here. Any and all help 
from ALL ages is greatly appreciated.  

Make plans to attend the Spring Work Weekend: May 13-16, 2021 

C 

We hope to see you there! 


