
Giving thanks. We want to give thanks to God for an 

incredible summer amid a global pandemic. Heading 
into the summer, no one knew what type of summer 
we would have, whether we could open or not, and if 
we could open, would we be able to stay open for our 
whole season. In June, we were given the all clear to be 
able to open, and what a blessing that turned out to be. 
As a staff, we prayed for God to build a hedge of pro-
tection around Little Eden and keep us healthy. We 
were able to stay open all summer, and our staff and 
campers were able to enjoy Little Eden and, from what 
we know, everyone stayed healthy. Praise the Lord for 
His grace and for answered prayers! 

With Covid-19 and our Gover-
nor’s Executive Orders, we had 
many changes we had to make 
to our family camp programs. 
From how we served food, to a 
Galilean-style worship service, 
masks in the lodge and increased 
cleaning on a daily basis, these 
changes helped to allow us to 
remain open. We heard time and 
again that people were so thank-

ful they could come at all and being here helped them 
to feel a little normalcy in such a crazy time.   

We are thankful for each and every person who 
camped here this summer and helped make it a great 
one. Our numbers, as expected, were down, but over-
all, we had a great turnout.  We ended up with a total 
summer attendance of 2285 campers, down 15% from 
last year. For those of you who came, thank you for 
your willingness to be flexible with all the changes and 
for the encouragement you gave to the staff. It was a 
blessing to have you here! For those of you who were 
not able to come, we missed you!  We know for many 

of you, it was a difficult, but neces-
sary decision. We are praying for you, 
hoping you are healthy and will be 
able to make it next summer.     

For all those who made donations, 
whether they attended camp or not, 
we would like to express our grati-

tude for your willingness to give of the resources God 
has given you to help keep the camp going in the midst 
of an uncertain time! We witnessed just how valuable 
Little Eden is to so many of you, not only through mone-
tary gifts but also through gifts of chocolates, flowers, 
smiles and kind words. Thank you! 

Our summer team. Our summer staff (dubbed our 

2020 Covid Crew) was an amazing group of 19 college-
aged individuals. They took all the changes in stride and 
worked hard to keep up with all the extra cleaning and 
sanitizing around camp. The staff were hard working, 
fun, joyful and got along with each other very well with 
little to no issues. What a blessing they were all summer 
long! We were able to gift our college staff who served 
all summer with scholarships to their college of choice. 
Thank you for your donations to our Scholarship Fund! 

We serve a great God! As we think back on such a 

unique summer, we are grateful for all God has done at 

Little Eden Camp. Please continue to pray for us as a 

ministry as we head into the fall. We may not know what 

this year will hold and how next summer will be affected 

by Covid, but we know we serve a good God who has 

each and every one of us in His hands and is worthy of 

our praise!   
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This year’s summer team 

by KJ Oom 



considering the spring and summer we have 
just had. Our current financial position, I 
believe, is based on the grace and mercy of 
God and the following pro-active measures 
of the board, staff and supporters: 

• Cutting expenses and non-urgent projects. 

• Completing some work normally done by outside contractors 
or part-time and on-call staff with year round staff. 

• Temporarily eliminating the full-time, year round guest ser-
vices position for a year or longer. 

• Temporarily laying off part-time and on-call staff this spring 
until we were certain we could open this summer. 

• Applying for and receiving a PPP loan which will be  
forgiven by the federal government. 

• Applying for and receiving a COVID-19 Michigan Small Busi-
ness Restart Grant of $10,000. 

• Receiving many, many generous donations, including an es-
tate gift, from camper families. 

Donor support during the spring and summer has been wonder-
ful. Thank you to all of you who supported the camp during this 
difficult time! You have been an encouragement to the board and 
staff and have helped ensure the legacy of Little Eden will live on 
for future generations.  

With fall and winter group numbers projected to be down as 
much as 50% from last year, camp will continue to rely on cost 
saving measures put in place and the generosity of campers to 
help carry us through the fall, winter and spring months.  
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he year 2020 has proven to be a very unique year for all of 
us and very different than anyone ever imagined. The gover-

nor of Michigan closed businesses, including Little Eden Camp, 
starting mid-March for three full months. During that time, we 
were unable to host the families and groups who had been sched-
uled for the spring. The loss of groups and youth camps during 
this time was very disappointing for those who would have 
attended and for camp staff, knowing those ministry opportuni-
ties would never be able to be realized or replaced. 

We were able to host family campers beginning June 12, just in 
time for our Pre-Family 1 Week with restrictions from the State of 
Michigan. It was such a blessing to be able to minister to families 
throughout the summer! Our goal was to have family camp be as 
normal as possible while staying within the state restrictions, 
doing what we could to keep everyone healthy. Some weeks, 
attendance was down as much as 36%, some weeks, less. A few 
of our smaller weeks (Pre-Family 2, R& R 2, Lifetime Activities and 
Quilt Week) actually saw an increase in campers. All in all, we 
ended down in attendance for the summer by 15% and for the 
total fiscal year, down 25%.  

This fall, our school groups, many of our church groups, and other 
groups have canceled due to Covid-related concerns. And al-
though we are hosting fewer large groups, we are finding that 
families are still calling to make reservations for individual cabins 
this fall. If you would like to get away for the weekend or longer, 
please call Little Eden at 231-889-4294 to check on availability. 

Many folks have asked how the camp is doing financially. As of 
September 30 (our fiscal year end), our financials look very good 

From the Director’s Desk 
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he staff boat has meant a lot to the summer staff for many 
years, has been instrumental in staff recruitment and has 

been an important part of their summer experience. Late sum-
mer, the current staff boat experienced some major mechanical 
issues. After working with Onekama Marina, it was decided it was 
not worth repairing, based on its age and what it would cost to fix 
a 24-year-old (1996) boat.  
 
Because of the importance of a boat to the summer staff experi-
ence, the board has determined that it should be replaced. If you 
have a gently used 17’ to 20’ boat which would work well for ski-
ing, tubing and wake boarding and are in a position to donate 
it to camp, please contact Wayne at 231-889-4294. 

Summer Staff Boat 

T 

by Wayne Faber 

Since the start of Covid-19, we have been sending more updates and information by email. If you haven’t 
received any emails from Little Eden Camp, we may not have a current email address on file.  Please email 
KJ at operations@littleeden.org with your email address, and she will update your information.  
 
For those who don’t have email, don’t worry, we will send hard copies of the information to you yet. 

• 17’-20’ Boat for 
summer staff to 
ski, wake board  
and tube behind 

• 48” - 54” Deck 
Riding Lawn Mower  

• Large Wood Chipper 

• Open Car Hauler Type Trailer (approx. 7’x18’) 

• 5’x8’ or 6’x12’ Open Trailer(s) 

• Like New Sofas or Sleeper Sofas 

Needs List 

mailto:operations@littleeden.org
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Experience Little Eden in the fall 

xperience all Little Eden has to offer during the autumn 

months! See the change of color in beautiful Northern 

Michigan or go apple or pumpkin picking at a local farm. With so 

much of our work and school being done virtually these days, you 

can even do that here at camp. Call us today at 231-889-4294 

to set up a reservation for your fall family getaway. 

E 

mentoring, discipleship and leader-
ship training. One of the joys of her 
career has been traveling around the 
world and training leaders from 
many different countries and cul-
tures. Through all the people she has 
met, KJ has seen the vastness and 
beauty of God’s creation and seen how the Lord used these expe-
riences to stretch and bring growth in her so she can boldly share 
God’s love and kindness to others. 

KJ grew up in Traverse City and has a lot of family in the Northern 
Michigan area. She loves being an aunt and enjoys time spent 
with her many nieces and nephews. She is looking forward to her 
newest great niece being born next month. KJ enjoys the out-
doors, especially in Northern Michigan. She loves to swim in Lake 
Michigan, hike and camp. She likes a great book, enjoys many 
different types of art and just being creative. She is a cake decora-
tor, loves to bake and try new recipes. Most of all, she enjoys 
being around people and spending time with family, friends and 
any new friends she may meet.   

KJ was most excited to work with the summer staff and enjoyed 

getting to know both staff and campers throughout the summer. 

She is looking forward to learning more about Little Eden and 

seeing how God will use her to minister in this beautiful area! 

ittle Eden Camp is pleased to welcome Kathi “KJ” Oom as 
its new Operations Director. She joined the Little Eden 

team to assist with leadership and take over many of Lynda Fa-
ber’s responsibilities, who greatly reduced her hours due to long-
term health issues. KJ began just as the pandemic surfaced which 
made for an interesting start. She was glad when camp was able 
to open so she could meet people and feel a part of Little Eden. 

KJ has many years experience working with camps and other non-
profit ministries. In college, she worked two summers at Cran Hill 
Ranch as a summer counselor. Working there gave KJ a love of 
camp ministry and youth. Those two summers forever changed 
her life, helping her to see how God could use her to minister to 

others and call her to full-time ministry. KJ 
graduated from Reformed Bible College 
with a degree in Youth Ministry. She 
worked as a youth pastor for many years 
and also as a missionary with Youth with a 
Mission (YWAM) in Chicago. She has also 
held leadership positions at Camp Mani-
toqua in Frankfort, IL and Camp Lake 
Louise in Boyne Falls, MI.   

KJ’s passion in ministry is to see people impacted by the message 
of the gospel and to help develop young leaders. She has appreci-
ated the opportunities she has had ministering to others through 

Little Eden welcomes KJ Oom, Operations Director 
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   It’s that time of year again!  
Submit your photos for Little Eden’s 2020 Photo Contest. The 
winners in each of the three categories will receive a $25 credit 
to the Little Eden Gift Shop.  

• Scenic pictures – flowers, sunsets, the lake, animals, 
birds, the nature trail, etc. 

• People pictures – eating ice cream, sitting around the 
fire, fishing, jumping off the pier, families, adults, kids or 
any age just enjoying being at camp.  

• Little Eden facilities - buildings, grounds, inside or out. 

Please email the pictures to lyndaf@littleeden.org or send a usb 
drive to Little Eden, 3721 Portage Point Dr, Onekama, MI 49675. 

Rules: Pictures must have been taken in 2020 and must be submitted in high 
resolution digital format (jpeg or tiff) by November 30, 2020, with the under-
standing that they could be used in future newsletters and marketing pieces, 
on the camp website, social media or elsewhere. Names of the people in the 
pictures or of those taking the photos will not be disclosed when using the 
photos. No copy written or watermarked photos may be submitted.  

The crosswalk was completed in June and used all summer! 

mailto:lyndaf@littleeden.org


 LITTLE EDEN CAMP 
3721 Portage Point Dr  Onekama, MI 49675 

www.littleeden.org  231-889-4294 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Onekama, MI 

Permit No. 35 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ittle Eden’s Fall Work Weekend is scheduled for October 
15-18. Fall is beautiful in Northern Michigan, and this year 
the colors are promising to be spectacular! Come on up 

and give a helping hand to prepare camp for winter. 

Work will include fall clean-up—inside and outside—and several 
projects around camp. No matter your skill set, there will be 
something for everyone! 

You are welcome to come Thursday or Friday and stay through 
Sunday. All meals are provided Thursday noon through Sunday 
breakfast. Lodging and meals are free for those who volunteer.  

Social distancing is still in place in Michigan, so bring your masks 
for wearing in the lodge and in group gatherings. If you want to 
come early to help prep projects for work weekend, please let us 
know when you contact us. 
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Inside this issue: 

Fall Work Weekend 2020: Come join us! 
 

The 76
th

 Annual Meeting Agenda 
October 17 at 8:00 p.m. at camp 

 
1. Welcome and Call to Order  
2. Opening Prayer  
3.  Presenting of Minutes of 2019 Annual Meeting  

 - Motion to approve minutes.  
4.  Review of Major Decisions for ‘19 - ‘20 Year  
      - Operational Board Decisions  
       - Motion by membership to approve actions   

  and decisions of the Board of Directors on  
  behalf of the membership.  

5.  Presentation of Annual Report  
Review of the reports - Balance Sheet, Income 
and Expense, questions/comments by members 
about Annual Report.  

6.  Presentation of Nominees for Open Positions & 
Request for Additional Nominees  
- Board of Directors, Grounds Committee,  
  Auxiliary Committee, Vote 

7.  Little Eden Update  
8.  Recognition of Retiring Board and Committee 

Members 
9.  Closing Comments, Motion to Adjourn 
10.Closing Prayer 

The Fall Work Weekend also includes the Annual Meeting which 
will be held Saturday, October 17 at 8:00 pm in the chapel at 
camp. All members are encouraged to attend. 

Please contact the camp at office@littleeden.org or 231-889-4294 
to let us know how many will attend, when you will come and 
what meals you will eat here. Any and all help from ALL ages is 
greatly appreciated. Hope to see you then! 

Many hands make light work 

mailto:office@littleeden.org

