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s the Little Eden Camp Board and Master Site 
Plan Task Force carry on the work of plans for 
Little Eden’s future, several items continue to 

come to the forefront. They are additional cabin space 
for family camps with a youth camp friendly design, a 
new larger chapel which could double for off season 
meeting room space and increased dining area.  

Additional Cabin Space.  As they looked at Little Eden’s 
cabin space, the reality is that many of our current per-
manent holders have already outgrown or will soon out-
grow their cabins. Many permanent holders’ adult chil-
dren are now married and having children and either 
need a larger cabin or additional cabins. We also have 
over 546 different individuals or families on our waiting 
list, some of whom have waited up to 30 years to be 
able to come to Little Eden during the summer to allow 
their families to experience what so many families have 
enjoyed for generations. 

If we look to add family camp cabins, the camp board 
would want them to also be youth camp friendly. Our 
youth camp program is one of the most life changing 
programs we run, but the cabins are much less than ade-
quate in size and bed arrangements.  

The township notified Little Eden seven years ago that 
they would not approve additional beds on the lake side 
of the road. Because of this, the board is looking at the 
new land acquired two years ago directly north of camp. 
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2016 Looking to the future:  An update 

This is the update shared during Sunday morning worship this summer. We wanted to re-share it here  

as there was much information given and some members weren’t able to attend camp this summer.  

Worship Space.  A second area of concern the board 
identified is chapel space. Worship is an integral part 
of Little Eden, and the task force wants to be able to 
accommodate everyone in one room, not on the 
porch, in the lounge or elsewhere. And as they look 
at chapel space, the committee would also want it to 
be functional for non-summer meeting room space, 
also addressing another need the camp has. As you 
know, we have outgrown the chapel space on Sunday 
mornings most weeks of the summer. 

Dining Room Space.  Another area of need is dining 
room space. On rainy days, we currently cannot ac-
commodate all of our summer guests in the dining 
room. Potentially creating a new chapel would allow 
us to repurpose the current chapel to be used as ad-
ditional dining room space. 

Much work still needs to be done, including approvals 
from governing authorities, before we will clearly 
know what the final plan could look like, but this 
gives you a small glimpse into some of the work 
the board and task force are doing. 
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ittle Eden has two Fall 
Scrapbook Retreats 

scheduled. The November 
one is full already, but there 
is still space in the October 
27-30 retreat.  
 
Information is available at 
www.littleeden.org/
scrapbook-retreats.html or 
by calling Lynn at 231-889-4294. This is a fun time of 
fellowshipping and scrapbooking and a great time to get 
some of those books done before you get busy with  
the holidays. Register quickly so you don’t miss out! 

Fall Scrapbook Retreats 

L 



  Save the 
    Date: 

October 21-23 
    - Fall Work Weekend 

October 22 
    - Annual Meeting  

October 27-30 
    - Scrapbook Retreat  

November 3-6 
    -Scrapbook Retreat (full) 

December 1-4  
    - Manistee Victoria  
 Sleighbell Weekend 
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Youth Camp Highlight             by Gabbi Graber, Counselor & Summer Staffer 

ids Camp. Just those two words can be said and I will 
automatically smile. I was a camper for all nine years 
possible and this past summer was my 3rd counsel-

ing; obviously, I can’t get enough of camp! There is just a spe-
cial atmosphere that comes with camp, and I believe it is the 
presence of Jesus. Camp is the first place where I really started 
studying the Word of God and had a passion for it. Getting to 
be a counselor now, I see other kids possibly having the same 
experience I had!  

 My favorite part of each day is the 15 minutes of 
quiet time we have in the morning. I look around 
and see kids reading the Bible, praying and jour-
naling. I can see the beginnings of possibly a gen-
eration that is grounded in the truth and lives to 
serve the Lord. I see a bunch of kids that may be 
getting their first taste into personal time with 

Jesus, and I know that can have 
the greatest influence on their 
lives ever. At least, it did for me.  

One of my favorite memories 
from my camp years was during 
waterfront time. The boys were 
throwing a Frisbee, and I was 
standing with one of my friends in 
the water watching. Jokingly, I 
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called for the Frisbee, and they actually threw it to me! They 
then invited us to play with them. I remember feeling so in-
cluded. Being the girl from Alabama, I knew no one. Yet I never 
felt like an outsider.  

And that’s what camp is about to me - a bunch of people 
thrown together for a week who live in harmony and unity 
because the spirit of God is so present. As a counselor now, I 

really get to see it in full effect. I know which 
kids wouldn’t be naturally accepted back at 
school by just watching them interact. But 
for that week, I know that they will be more 
than just included; they will have friends and 
people they connect with! There is nothing 
like a place that encourages studying God’s 
Word and encourages an atmosphere which 
expresses God’s love through action and 

inclusion. Camp helped me learn what it meant and what it 
looks like to live by the commands marked out in Matthew 
making me the person I am today: 

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’   

This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two  
commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40  

Camp will always be my favorite place, my home and the 
reason I live the way I do today.  

 
“Camp is the first place 
where I really started 
studying the Word of 

God and had a  
passion for it.” 

Little Eden will be holding another Photo 
Contest this year. The winners in each 
category will again receive a $25 credit to 
the Little Eden Gift Shop. Pictures must 
have been taken in the 2016 Season and 
must be submitted in high resolution digi-
tal format (jpeg or tiff) by October 31, 
2016, with the understanding that they 

could be used in future marketing pieces, on the camp website or elsewhere. The two catego-
ries for this year are: 

 Scenic pictures – flowers, sunsets, the lake, animals, birds, the nature trail, etc. 

 People pictures – eating ice cream, sitting around the fire, fishing, jumping off the 
pier, families visiting together, adults, kids or any age just enjoying being at camp.  

Names of the people in pictures will not be disclosed when using the photos. No copywritten 
or watermarked photos may be submitted.  

Please email the pictures to lyndaf@littleeden.org or burn a cd or transfer the photos to a 
usb drive and mail it to Little Eden at 3721 Portage Point Drive, Onekama, MI 49675. 

Gabbi, with her high school cabin of girls 

mailto:lyndaf@littleeden.org
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n behalf of the college staff of Little Eden, we would like to 
thank everyone for their generosity to the College Scholar-

ship Fund. This year, our college staff received $33,847 in scholar-
ships to help them as they go back to college this fall. Here’s how 
two staff summarized the feelings of all who received funds: 

 “Working at Little Eden this summer has been a dream of mine 
since I was little. And now this experience is even better than I 
could imagine. Thank you for your monetary donation which 
will help me continue to pursue my school goals. The experi-
ence of working here is something I’m honored to have done 
and will always remember. Thanks!” 

 “Every summer I am blown away with the generosity of the 
families I am blessed to serve. You all make it possible for me 
to work here and not worry about how I’m going to make the 
money I need for school. The scholarship fund is allowing 
me to pursue my dream. Thank you so much!” 

Scholarship Fund thank you 

very year in the United States, the Tuesday after Thanks-
giving is known as Giving Tuesday on which people are 

encouraged to give to or support their favorite non-profits. If 
this is something you participate in, we would encourage you 
to remember Little Eden Camp in your giving.  

You can give online at 
www.littleeden.org/
give.html or mail your 
donation to camp at 
3721 Portage Point 
Drive, Onekama, MI 
49675.  

The Board and the staff would like thank all who are already 
faithful supporters of Little Eden and help make this  
ministry possible! 

Giving Tuesday is November 29 
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ver the past few years, campers have been asking for 
queen size beds in their lodge rooms or cabins. As we 

have evaluated this, we have found that many sleeping areas 
will accommodate a queen size bed. This fall, we are allowing 
families to sponsor queen upgrades in their accommodations.  

If you would like to underwrite the cost for upgraded queen 
size beds, you can do so for a gift of $640.00 per bed. If you are 
interested in helping with this project, please contact Wayne by 
October 31 to see if your accommodations are able to be 
upgraded. 

Queen beds? They could be a reality with your help 
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Renew your 2016 Little Eden Membership today: In early September, a membership renewal letter was sent to members 

not paid for the 2016 year. If you have not renewed your membership yet, please do so today. Benefits of being a member include being 
listed in the Annual Report and being able to receive a copy of the report, as well as receiving all of the newsletters and information about 
the camp. Members are also eligible to serve on the Board of Directors and vote at the Annual Meeting. Permanent holders and those on 
the waiting list must be members to retain their spot.  Annual membership is $35 per person. 

all is a beautiful time of year at Little Eden.  As you may 
know, in 2011, ABC News voted Sleeping Bear Dunes the 

Most Beautiful Lakeshore in America. And in 2015, M22 was 
voted the Best Scenic Autumn Drive in America, as measured by 
USA Today. And just recently The Trails of M-22 was released 
highlighting 40 of the most beautiful hiking 
paths along M-22 (now available to read at 
camp). This year’s peak of autumn color is 
expected to be mid-October. If you haven’t 
thought of coming to Little Eden this fall, 
please consider it. We would love to have 
you join us for a fall getaway! 

If winter is more your style, an abundance 
of snow is being predicted for this year. The 
nature trail across the road becomes a 
snow covered treasure to cross country ski 
or snowshoe. The school in town has an awesome sledding hill. Ice 
covers the lake and fishing continues. Several downhill skiing re-
sorts are in the area as well. 

Whatever the season, please come—by yourself, with your family 
or friends or with your church group—to experience the beauty 
of God’s creation at Little Eden year round! 

Come visit Little Eden this fall & winter 
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Other Needs List: 

 Floor buffer 
 Snow Shoes & Poles 
 Cross Country Skis, Shoes & Poles 
 Box Fans 
 Vacuums with Attachments 
 Low Mileage 7 Passenger Vehicle  

(preferably 4 wheel or all wheel drive) 



his year Little Eden’s Fall Work Weekend is scheduled 
for October 21 – 23. Please consider joining us to help 
prepare camp for the upcoming winter season. 

 
We will be doing everything from fall cleaning in the lodge and 
cabins to leaf and fall clean up outside around camp. We will 
also be replacing the deck on Silver Creek Chalet, replacing a 
few roofs on small cabins, and as usual, staining several cabins 
around camp. No matter your skill set, there will be something 
for everyone – young and old alike. 
 
The Fall Work Weekend also includes the Annual Meeting 
which will be held Saturday, October 22 at 8:00 pm in the 
chapel at Little Eden.  All members are encouraged to attend. 
 
Meals and lodging are free for all who volunteer for the Work 
Weekend. Please call the office or email office@littleeden.org 
to make reservations and let us know what meals you will be 
eating. Meals will be served Friday breakfast through Sunday 
breakfast.  
 
Come when you can and leave when you must.  We would 
love to see you there! Invite a friend to come with you or 
come and make a new friend while you work! 
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 Annual Meeting Agenda 
October 22 at 8:00 p.m. at camp 

 

1. Welcome and Call to Order  
2. Opening Prayer  
3. Presenting of Minutes of 2015 Members’ Meeting  

- Motion to approve minutes.  
4. Review of Major Decisions for ‘15 - ‘16 Year  
   - Operational Board Decisions  
   - Strategic Plan and Master Site Plan Updates    
   - Motion by membership to approve the actions and 

decisions of the Board of Directors on behalf of the 
membership during the 2015 - 2016 year.  

5. Presentation of Annual Report  
Review of the report - Balance Sheet and Income & 
Expense, questions/comments by members about 
Annual Report.  

6. Presentation of Nominees for Open Positions & 
Request for Additional Nominees  
- Board of Directors, Grounds Committee,  
  Auxiliary Committee, Vote 

7. Little Eden Update  
8. New Business  

Proposal to make the Annual Report available by 
mail or email, only upon request.  

9. Closing Comments & Motion to Adjourn 

 

You’ve invited to join us for Fall Work Weekend: October 21—23 

mailto:office@littleeden.org

