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any local churches, families and ministries 
utilize Little Eden Camp throughout the off-
season to further their ministries to individu-

als and families.  

Love INC of Manistee. Love INC is one such group. They 
strive to mobilize the local church to meet needs and 
transform lives in the name of Christ. They do this one 
person, one family at a time with love, hope and dignity 
by connecting people in need with resources. 

This fall, Love INC held their Family Life Center family 
camp at Little Eden. In 2009, Love INC of Manistee be-
gan providing the opportunity for their Family Life Cen-
ter (FLC) participants to partake in a family camp ex-
perience. Family Life Center is a relational ministry of 
Love INC that links individuals and families in need with 
long-term mentoring, goal setting, skill training and 
emotional and spiritual support. Those attending family 
camp are momentarily released from the entanglement 
of their stressful lives, allowing them to focus on family 
relationships and spiritual needs where many are 
changed, renewed and refreshed. Their leaders said: 

“This year, Little Eden Camp was our chosen location to 
offer this outreach ministry to 17 adults and 22 chil-
dren. Robin Paulus, Executive Director, shared, ‘The 
families attending and the seven volunteers repeatedly 
expressed their joyful experience of the fun, relaxing 
atmosphere offered at Little Eden. They felt pampered 
in their lodge rooms and were able to enjoy the beauty 
of God’s creation around them.’  

One past Love INC client who was taken out of the Fam-
ily Life Center program because of several issues was, 
after repentance, prayer, and counsel, once again given 
a chance to 
come back to 
the Family 
Life Center 
with his fam-
ily. They 
came faith-
fully to all 
classes and 
were excited 
for the op-
portunity to 
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be part of family camp.  

Lisa Clarke, Family Services 
Director, stated, ‘At camp, I 
had a chance to sit and dis-
cuss what God had placed on 
my heart. The father of this 
family began to cry. He told 
me that he had nothing to 
look forward to in life. He felt 
that if it weren’t for FLC and 
the Appreciative Life class, he 
doesn’t know what he would 
do. He had developed a new 
appreciation for his family, 
his God, and his life! This 
same family came up to me at camp during one of the 
evening chapels and asked if we would pray for their 
daughter. She suffers from a hearing problem. We were 
able to pray and I know God is healing her.’   

Little Eden was the perfect catalyst for families to feel 
secure enough to put into action what they learned at 
the Family Life Center.”  

One of many. Love INC. is just one group of over sev-
enty, each ranging in size from 10 to 100 people who use 
Little Eden each year in our off-season. The ministry that 
happens in these retreats is transformative…lives are 
being changed, families are growing closer to God and 
to each other, spiritual training is happening and great 
memories are being made. Some retreats scheduled are 
restful and relational in nature, others are intense train-
ing sessions where each moment is scheduled to maxi-
mize spiritual growth and learning. 
Some focus on family time and wor-
shipping together, while others come 
just to enjoy the beauty of Northern 
Michigan in one of its four seasons. 

Whatever their goals, they all tell us 
how special Little Eden is and how 
their time here was meaningful. The 
mission of Little Eden, “to provide a 
Christian environment that nurtures 
and encourages relationships to God and others through 
fellowship, worship, camping and education” is being 
carried out all year long. 
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Mr. Mike and Daisy, the skunk, share 
 with the kids at FLC family camp 

One family who attended 
 FLC family camp 
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Proposed Master Site Plan Update 
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e are continuing to work through the process 
with the Onekama Township Planning Commis-
sion. After having taken nine months to initially 

review the proposal and site plan and having asked for some 
preliminary changes (moving the parking lot on the east side 
of camp away from the lake and placing it on the roadside of 
the Pines cabins, rebuilding the Pines cabins and Shuffle Inn 
closer to the lake, turning the multi-purpose building 90° and 
tucking it into the hillside along the driveway on the new 
property with berms and trees), they are now currently 

W 

working on writing an 
amended special use permit 
which would give us the 
rules and regulations for all 
future projects and opera-
tions of the camp. 

Reviewing feedback. In the 
meanwhile, the Little Eden 
Camp Board, along with the 
Master Site Plan Task Force, 
is reviewing the questions, 
comments, suggestions and 
feedback received this sum-
mer during family camps. 
The Board and Task Force 
would like to thank all who 
have given feedback al-
ready. Your thoughts and 
feedback are very helpful 
and always welcome as they 
continue to discern what is 
best for Little Eden’s future. 

A video. For those of you 
who missed being at Little 
Eden this summer, a short 
video was shown on Sun-
days and Wednesdays high-
lighting the work of the Task 
Force and the Board as they 
look to the future projects  
of Little Eden. If you haven’t 

had a chance to view it, please go to www.littleeden.org/history.html to watch. 

A poll. This December, all members will be receiving a poll from the camp, 
which will ask if you support the Proposed Master Site Plan as it currently 
stands (see picture above right). The board wants to know what aspects of the 
plan you like, concerns you may have with the plan/parts of the plan and any 
other feedback you feel may be helpful as the board reviews the feedback 
amassed this summer and from this mailing.  We are asking that all members 
take time to respond and mail it back to the camp.  

The Board values your input as they carefully consider how to proceed as we 
hear back from the township.  And please, pray for the camp, for wisdom and 
discernment for the Board and Task Force as they review everything. 

Watch your mail in December for the poll! 

The Proposed Master Plan 
with township revisions  

 

http://www.littleeden.org/history.html
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Little Eden welcomes….. 

Heather Gage, as the new 
Guest Services Director.  
Heather is so excited to join the 
staff of Little Eden as the Guest 
Services Director! 

Heather grew up in a little South 
Carolina town and graduated from 
Charleston Southern University 
with a degree in Student Ministry. 
She has lived a little bit of every-
where while working at various 

camps. She most recently spent a year living in the mountains 
of Colorado, serving as an intern at a camp in the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains. There, she learned a little bit about a lot of 
areas within camp and cannot wait to live in the Midwest and 
spend time serving the guests of Little Eden. 

 In her free time, Heather enjoys reading, being outside in her 
hammock, playing games, musical theatre and traveling! She 
currently has 17 states left to visit and hopes to see all 50 by 
50 years old! Heather is looking forward to exploring Michi-
gan and getting to know the staff and guests of Little Eden.  

his summer, you may have noticed a “This bed is eligible 
for an upgrade to a queen” sign laying on your bed 

when you arrived at camp. We have had several folks take 
advantage of this opportunity and will be ordering new beds 
later this year.  

If you didn’t underwrite a bed and still want to, 
there is still time. Cost to upgrade a bed to 
queen size is $640.00 per bed. If you 
are interested in helping with this 
project, please contact Wayne by 
October 31 to see if your accom-
modations are able to be upgraded. 
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Upgrade a double bed to a queen 

Calendar of Events 

 Work Weekend: Oct 19-22 
 Annual Meeting—8:00 pm on Saturday, Oct 21 

 Fall Scrapbook Weekends:  Oct 26-29 & Nov 2-5 
 The November weekend is full, but we still have room in our 
                  October weekend.  For more information, visit  
             http://www.littleeden.org/scrapbook-retreats.html  

  Victorian Sleighbell Weekend: Nov 30-Dec 2 
 This is a fun weekend in Manistee filled with traditional Christmas                
                       events—chestnuts roasting, carolers, shop owners  
           dressed in Victorian clothing, a horse-drawn parade and more...      
                Come stay at Little Eden while enjoying the festival!   
                      http://www.visitmanisteecounty.com/event/ 
                victorian-sleighbell-parade-old-christmas-weekend/ 

 Free Fishing:  Feb 17-18, 2018 

n behalf of the college staff of Little Eden, we would like 
to thank everyone for their generosity to the College 

Scholarship Fund. This year, 23 college staff collectively re-
ceived around $38,000 in scholarships. Here’s how three staff 
summarized the feelings of all who received funds: 

 “This scholarship has allowed me to pursue my dreams at 
school as well as work at camp, my favorite place in the 
whole world! Thank you so much for your generosity. It is 
such a blessing!” 

 “After five years of college, I am still paying my student 
loans. This scholarship has allowed me to spend my sum-
mer serving at Little Eden for a fourth summer and for 
that I am extremely grateful!” 

 “I am working toward a teaching degree. The financial 
assistance you so generously supply aids that greatly. 
Your gifts are very much appreciated! Thanks.” 

Scholarship Fund thank you 

O 
very year in the United States, the Tuesday after Thanks-
giving is known as Giving Tuesday on which people are 

encouraged to give to or support their favorite non-profits. If 
this is something you 
participate in, we 
would encourage you 
to remember Little 
Eden Camp in your 
giving.  

You can give online at www.littleeden.org/give.html or mail 
your donation to camp at 3721 Portage Point Drive, Onekama, 
MI 49675. The Board and the staff would like thank all who 
are already faithful supporters of Little Eden and help 
make this ministry possible! 

Giving Tuesday is November 28 
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Tuesday, November 28, 2017 
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Seven passenger vehicle needed 

Little Eden is in need of a newer, low mileage seven pas-
senger vehicle to replace our aging 2003 Ford Explorer. If 
you have one that is in good working condition and are 
interested in donating it, please contact Wayne at camp. 

his year Little Eden’s Fall Work Weekend is scheduled for 
October 19-22. Fall is beautiful in Northern Michigan, and 

this year promises to be close to peak color during our Fall Work 
Weekend. Come on up, enjoy the ride and scenery around you 
and give a helping hand to prepare camp for the winter season. 
Work will include staining projects, shingling a roof, replacing 
siding on the fish house, splitting wood, an electrical project, 
power washing and sealing decks, raking/blowing leaves, indoor 
fall cleaning in the lodge and around camp and more….No matter 
your skill set, there will be something for everyone! 

You are welcome to come Thursday or Friday and stay through 
Sunday. All meals are provided Thursday noon through Sunday 
breakfast. Lodging and meals are free for those who volunteer. If 
you have more time and want to come early to help prep projects 
for work weekend, we would welcome the extra help. Just men-

T 
You’ve invited to join us for Fall Work Weekend: October 19-22 

tion your interest in doing so when 
you contact the camp. 

The Fall Work Weekend also in-
cludes the Annual Meeting which 
will be held Saturday, October 21 at 
8:00 pm in the chapel at camp.  All 
members are encouraged to attend. 

Please contact the camp at 231-
889-4294 or office@littleeden.org 
to let us know if you plan to attend 
the work weekend—when you will come and 
what meals you will eat here. Any and  
all help of ALL ages is greatly appreciated!  

The 73
rd

 Annual Meeting Agenda 
October 21 at 8:00 p.m. at camp 

 
1. Welcome and Call to Order  
2. Opening Prayer  
3. Presenting of Minutes of 2016 Members’ Meeting  

- Motion to approve minutes.  
4. Review of Major Decisions for ‘16 - ‘17 Year  
   - Operational Board Decisions  
   - Master Site Plan Updates    
   - Motion by membership to approve the actions and 

decisions of the Board of Directors on behalf of the 
membership during the 2016 - 2017 year.  

5. Presentation of Annual Report  
Review of the report - Balance Sheet and Income & 
Expense, questions/comments by members about 
Annual Report.  

6. Presentation of Nominees for Open Positions & 
Request for Additional Nominees  
- Board of Directors, Grounds Committee,  
  Auxiliary Committee, Vote 

7. Little Eden Update  
8. Recognition of Retiring Board and Committee 

Members 
9. Closing Comments, Motion to Adjourn, Closing Prayer 

mailto:office@littleeden.org

