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y family’s history with Little Eden Camp be-
gan in 1944, when my Great-Grandpa Harley 
Nofziger and four other men traveled north 

to consider purchasing Little Eden Camp. I wonder if 
they had any idea then the lasting impact Little Eden 
would have on the many generations to follow. For me, 
Little Eden and the lessons learned there have made an 
important impact on my life.  

It’s where we serve. Early on in my life, I learned 

that Little Eden wasn’t just where we vacationed; it’s 
also where we served. We watched our grandparents 
Verden and Letha Beck put this into practice as they 
oversaw the building of the new lodge in the winter of 
1989 and our grandparents Vern and Evelyn Nafziger as 
they served as camp directors from 1982-1984. Our 
dad, like his dad before him, believed that after every-
thing Little Eden had given to us, it was our responsibil-
ity to give back to Little Eden.  

So growing up in our family, the last weekend in May 
was usually reserved for Work Weekend. We’d clean 
screens, plant flowers, deep clean the cabins and do 
laundry. It was hard work for us young girls, but with 
many hands and lots of laughter, we learned to enjoy 
the work. We always left gaining more from the week-
end than what we gave.  

The same would hold true during my three years on 
summer staff. It was here that I learned the value of 
serving others, helping others have their once a year 
Little Eden experience. It was Little Eden that taught me 
that serving others and fun go hand in hand! This was 

an important lesson learned 
early that has stuck with me 
throughout my life, and now I 
have the opportunity to pass 
this on to my children, allowing 
Little Eden to teach them about 
service. 

It’s where we grow in relationships. Little Eden 

has also had a lasting impact on my faith. When I think 
about the very beginnings of my faith journey, I think 
about sitting on the deck of the lodge reading my Bible 
during quiet time as a young camper during Kid’s Camp.  
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Later, it was the 
summer staff devo-
tions early every 
morning that led 
me to better un-
derstanding of 
God’s grace and 
presence in my life. 

Little Eden created 
space in my life to 
develop deep meaningful relationships. Without the dis-
tractions of TV, internet, places to be and deadlines to 
meet, I learned how to sit and listen. I learned how to 
have meaningful conversations and how to appreciate 
the stillness of camp. Little Eden enriched my relation-
ships with family and friends and brought a connected-
ness that I’m grateful for. 

Like you, I have so many precious memories from my last 
31 years at Little Eden... 

...There was the year we celebrated my grandpa’s 
birthday and invited the entire camp to a surprise 
birthday party in the lodge. The year my uncle Dan, 
in his quiet and gentle way, taught me how to ski. 
The first year I stood on the smoke stack of The Mu-
sic. Or the year the severe stomach flu hit our cabin, 
and 12 of the 13 of us got it by Friday. There was 
also the series of years where my dad got injured 
every week (being knocked unconscious while tubing 
with his much younger nephews, accidentally roller-
blading onto gravel and wiping out, and sliding off 
the tennis court and injuring his ankle just to name a 
few). Or the year my brother-in-law came flying back 
into the cabin after being certain a bear was at the 
well. There was also the year we surprised my par-
ents and sisters with the news that we were expect-
ing our first baby. 

...There was June 2009. Under the covered garage of 
the camp director’s home, summer staff introduc-
tions led me to Luke. He was much quieter than I but 
was wildly handsome with big muscles and rode a 
motorcycle. He also had a long Little Eden history 

M 

May 2018 

Little Eden created 
space in my life  
to develop deep 

meaningful  
relationships. 

...continued on pg. 2 

Lindsey volunteering at Work  

Weekend with family & friends 



Page 2 LIT TLE E DE N E CHOES  

Continued from pg. 1 - The gift of Little Eden & its lasting impact         by Lindsey Mason 

which made him all the more attractive. We tried to keep 
our budding relationship a secret, but we were soon found 
out when Luke took me to dinner in Manistee and sure 
enough, Claire and Lu Nussbaum (also on staff that sum-
mer) were seated right beside us! Soon everyone knew, 
summer came and went, and the following summer, Luke 
asked me to be his wife as we overlooked Portage Lake. 
We couldn’t make it down to camp fast enough. That 
night, we made the rounds, announcing our engagement 
to my 101 aunts, uncles and cousins that were on camp 

that week. Our first stop was 
Lakeview, where we told my 92 
year old grandma Evelyn 
Nafziger about our engagement. 
The following year on June 4, 
2011, standing just beyond the A
-Frame where the fire pit and 
swings now sit, Luke and I said, 
“I do” in front of all of our 
friends and family.  

...Finally, perhaps the most precious memory of all oc-
curred just this last summer, when my 6 month old daugh-
ter experienced her first year at Little Eden with my mom, 
who was then experiencing her last year. We didn’t know 
it at the time, but my mom would lose her battle with can-

cer and enter Heaven’s gates, just five short weeks after 
returning home from our heaven on earth, Little Eden.  

A “thin place”. For me, Little Eden will always be a “thin 

place”. A “thin place”, in Celtic tradition, is where the bound-
ary between heaven and earth is especially thin. It’s a place 
where God’s presence can be felt more so than usual. Every 
summer, I intentionally take a moment 
to stand at the end of the dock, as the 
sun sinks below the tree line and into 
Lake Michigan. I feel that “thin place", 
and for just a moment, God meets me 
there. And His presence is palpable.  

This summer, Little Eden will be quite 
different for my family without our mom 
there. We’ll miss her joy and laughter 
from spending time with her family and 
watching her grandchildren learn to love 
Little Eden. And just like it did for my mom, Little Eden has 
taught me well, how to serve, how to find joy from one an-
other, how to develop deep relationships, and, most impor-
tantly, who God is. And so this summer, despite the pain of my 
mom’s absence, I’ll still meet God at the end of the dock. And 
in that moment, I’ll thank Him for this gift of Little Eden and 
the impact it’s had and continues to have on my life. 

From the Board: Thank you to all who responded to poll & an update  

he Little Eden Camp Board desires to find ways to 
allow families on the waiting list to be able to enjoy 
family camp and to also give current permanent reser-

vation holder families cabins of adequate size to accommo-
date their growing families. Because of these and other rea-
sons, over the last four years, the Board and the Master Site 
Plan Task Force have developed a Master Site 
Plan with proposed future projects as a road 
map for the next twenty years. 

To help the board get a better understanding 
of what the membership thinks of the pro-
posed plan, they chose to send a poll to the 
complete membership last December. The 
Board would like to thank all who took time to 
respond to the poll. Your feedback was very 
helpful and informative. 

The Little Eden Camp Board of Directors met in April to review 
the final results of the membership poll regarding the pro-
posed future Master Site Plan. There were 556 people who 
returned their polls, giving us a 46% response rate. This is  
considered a high rate of reply compared to average poll  
statistics.  

Of those responding to the poll (by 4/1/2018), 356 people or 
64% said they support the plan, of which 223 of those are per-
manent reservation holders and 132 are waiting list members; 
12% responded with an “other” answer or didn’t answer that 
question, and only 24% said they don’t support the plan as it 
stands.   

In reviewing the poll results, there were some 
consistent themes identified. The main one is con-
cern with the road and pedestrians crossing Port-
age Point Drive. Each board member also shares 
and understands this concern. Currently, the 
board tasked Wayne with looking into additional 
options for a pedestrian crossing beyond the cur-
rent township/county/state approved plan, in-
cluding having an engineer evaluate if a tunnel is 
possible or feasible under the road. (See the No-
vember 2017 Echo for details of the currently ap-

proved option.) 

After much discussion, the Board chose to continue to review, 
deliberate and pray over the results throughout the summer 
months and will continue to assess how to proceed upon 
further review.  

So this summer… 
I’ll still meet God at 
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Work Weekend: May 18 - 20 
Help with spring cleaning, building projects and repairs as 

we prepare for the summer.  

Junior Youth Camp: June 10 - 15 
   (completed 6th, 7th & 8th grades) 

Boys & Girls Camp: June 17 - 22 
   (completed 3rd, 4th & 5th grades) 

High School Camp: June 17 - 22 
   (completed 9th, 10th & 11th grades)  

Download Youth Camp Registration Forms at  

www.littleeden.org or contact the camp. 

Pre-Family I Week: June 9 - 16 
   - No resource person or camp program. 

Pre-Family II Week: June 16 - 23 
   - No resource person or camp program. 

Genesis Week: June 23 - June 30 
   Tim Miller of Naubinway, MI 

First Family Week: June 30 – July 7 
   Cal Emerson of Owosso, MI 

Christian Fellowship Week: July 7 - 14 
   Jeff Polen of Apple Creek, OH 

Home Builders Week: July 14 - 21 
   Justin Maust of Granger, IN 

Christian Business/Prof. Week: July 21 - 28 
   Scott Yoder of Plymouth, IN 

Second Family Week: July 28 - August 4 
   Bill Holsopple of Archbold, OH 

Farmers Week: August 4 - 11 
   Jeff Ryan of Rogers City, MI 

Rest & Relaxation Week 1: August 11 - 18 
   Tyler Hartford of Goshen, IN 

Rest & Relaxation II/Home School Week:  

August 18 - 25 
   Gary Waterson of Benzonia, MI 

Lifetime Activities:  August 25 - September 1 

- Biking, Hiking, Relaxing, Fishing, Beaches 
   - No food service, resource person or camp program. 

Enjoy Little Eden during a quieter week of the year.   

Golf & Fellowship Week: September 1 - 8 
   John Murray of Hesston, KS 

Quilting Week: September 9-14 

  Carolyn Snyder of Archbold, OH 

Fall Work Weekend: October 19 - 21 

   Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 20 

Fall Scrapbook Retreats:  

October 25 - 28  &  November 1 - 4 
We still have room for you - download a brochure at    

 https://www.littleeden.org/scrapbook-retreats.html  
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2018 Events, Family Camps & Summer Programs   

Reminder of changes for 2018 from the township: Fireworks & fueling boats  

Just a reminder of the two new township rulings (published in 
the February 2018 Echo) which could impact some of our 
campers. Please read through this carefully so you aren’t  
surprised this summer. 

Fireworks. The township has passed a new ordinance reinforcing 

a state law that has been in place for years (Onekama Township 
Ordinance No. 2005-2Section 1 (C) No.5) regarding fireworks. This 
ordinance states that the ignition of fireworks is limited to the day 
before, the day of and the day after a national holiday on private 
property only and is prohibited between midnight and 8 a.m. Little 
Eden has a no firework policy, but with the new township ordinance, 
campers (or anyone else) will no longer be allowed to set off fire-
works at the Lake Michigan beach or at any public property in the 

township at any time.  

Fueling Boats. Out of concern for the environment, fueling 

boats or jet skis in the water is continuing to be restricted in Michi-
gan. New for 2018, the Onekama Township has stated Little Eden 
boaters will no longer be able to fuel boats or jet skis from portable 
gas containers while their vessels are in the water at camp because 
of potential spills and the effects on the aquatic environment.  

Campers will be able to go to local marinas to purchase gas or trailer 
their boat into town to fill up at the station. Portable tanks can be 
filled at camp if the tanks are pulled out of the boat and filled on 
land. The ordinance states, “Fueling of vessels of any kind while in 
the water is strictly prohibited, excepting that the use of portable 
tanks filled off-site (not in the water) is allowed.” 
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Make plans to attend the annual Spring Work Weekend! 
Come help with spring clean-up and getting camp ready for 
the summer.  

We will be doing some preliminary work on Thursday, May 
17, and then working all day Friday, May 18 and Saturday, 
May 19. Housing and meals are provided for those who vol-
unteer. Meals will be served from Thursday lunch through 
Sunday breakfast. Please let the camp know when you will 
be coming and what meals you will be eating.  

Work projects will include spring clean-up inside and outside 
of camp buildings, building a new permanent octaball court, 
painting the bathhouse and covered bridge, 
staining the fish house as well as other projects. 

We hope to see you there! 

Spring Work Weekend, May 18-20 

Summer Staff 2033 

Thanks to Nicole Maust and Lindsey Mason for this entry to 
the 2017 Photo Contest entitled Summer Staff of 2033!  
Can we send them their summer staff agreements yet?  

re you college aged? Do you want something 

that will look really good on a resume while still  
having fun and serving others this summer?  

Little Eden has a few all-summer positions available. If you are 
interested, you may get an application at www.littleeden.org/
uploads/6/3/6/8/63685231/2018_staff_application.pdf (on 
the camp website under support, work/employment).  

If you have questions or want more details about working 
at camp, call Wayne Faber at 231-889-4294. 

Need a summer job? 

A 

http://www.littleeden.org/uploads/6/3/6/8/63685231/2018_staff_application.pdf
http://www.littleeden.org/uploads/6/3/6/8/63685231/2018_staff_application.pdf

