
s many of you know in the fall of 1944, Lewis 
Britsch, Phil Frey, Jesse Short, Harley Nofziger 

and Sylvanus Lugbill agreed to purchase the existing 
camp that is now known as Little Eden Camp. These five 
men came to Onekama, looked at the property, drove 
part way back to Ohio, stopped and prayed and then 
decided to purchase the camp. Seventy-five years later, 
we all enjoy the fruits of their vision.  

For 75 years, children have been challenged in their 
walk with the Lord and families have been able to vaca-
tion in a Christian environment while having the oppor-
tunity to nurture relationships with God and others. 
Many people cherish their memories of coming to Little 
Eden each summer. 

Besides the newsletter articles highlighting different 
eras of the camp (this time written by Judy Winnett and 
published in the ARCHBOLD BUCKEYE in 1985), here are 
other ways we are celebrating 75 years of ministry: 

Celebrations during Family Camps 
We will have a Favorite Memories Journal on the table 
in the lodge lounge (by the chapel entrance) in which 
people can record their best memories of Little Eden. 
This journal will be shared with other campers and will 
become a part of the history archives of Little Eden.   

This summer, in the Gift Shop, we are bringing back the 
old classic logo (single tree with Little Eden written 
through it). This has been a treasured memory for 

many family campers for years. You 
will be able to purchase T-shirts, 
hoodies, onesies, hats and more! 
Some families may even choose to 
take a family picture commemorat-
ing the 75th anniversary with every-
one wearing matching Little Eden 
shirts. 

And on Thursday nights after the Talent Show, we will 
be serving cake in the dining room. You can still get your 
ice cream at the snack shop, but come and enjoy a piece 
of cake to go with it!   

Celebration Dinner in November 
This fall, we will be holding a 75th Anniversary Celebra-
tion Dinner on November 9 at 6 pm at Sauder Village 
Founder’s Hall in Archbold, Ohio. This will be a fun eve-
ning of thanksgiving and praise to celebrate what the 
Lord has done through the ministry of Little Eden Camp 
over the past 75 years. In addition, there will be great 
food, fellowship with other Little Eden friends/campers 
and door prizes from Northern Michigan places that you 
have grown to love. Tickets will be available in the office 
this summer. Cost is $50.00 for adults, $30.00 for chil-
dren 2-12 and children under 2 free. You will want to 
save the date now!  

Ways You Can Get Involved 
Create a video.  We are looking for someone to put 

together a video commemorating the history of 
the camp. Please contact me if this is something 
you have experience and desire in doing. 

Help with the dinner.  If you are interested in help-
ing with any aspect of the dinner (set up, table 
decorations, clean-up), we would love to have 
your help. Contact the camp for more details. 

Buy your tickets.  Purchase dinner tickets this  
summer while you are at camp or call the  
office after June 1. 

Tell your friends.  Spread the word to past campers 
that may no longer be members of Little Eden, 
but may enjoy reconnecting with Little Eden 
friends. Invite them to get tickets and come to 
the dinner. 

 

A 
Celebrating 75 Years: 1944 to 2019                     by Wayne Faber 
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We have brought back the Jerzees tee with the classic logo 



be able to see pedestrians.  

The crosswalk will be equipped with 
an overhead street light illuminating 
the area from dusk to dawn. It will 
also have two fluorescent yellow pe-
destrian signs with arrows pointing at 
white painted lines on the road indi-
cating the crossing area. These signs 
will have pedestrian activated flash-
ing lights on them to help attract the 
attention of drivers. There will also 
be advanced fluorescent yellow pe-
destrian warning signs located before 
the crossing giving drivers a warning 
of potential people crossing the road.  

Installation should take place late 
May or early June. If this is a project 
you would like to help support finan-
cially, you may send a tax deductable 
gift to camp and mark it for the 
“Pedestrian Crosswalk Project”.  
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or many years, Little Eden Camp has owned property on 
both sides of Portage Point Drive and has had youth 

campers and family campers crossing the road multiple times 
a day to enjoy the nature trail. Since the late 1990s, Little Eden 
has also had summer staff and volunteers crossing Portage 
Point Drive to access their housing units.  

At the January 2019 Board Meeting, the Board of Directors 
decided to install the approved crosswalk this spring to help 
make it safer for our campers, staff and volunteers to cross 
the road. The board said, “Even if camp were never to develop 
anything additional on the north side of the road or if it were 
to take many years to begin development over there, we owe 
it to the current and future staff, campers and volunteers to 
make crossing the road safer.” 

This crosswalk will be located just west (or northwest) of the 
main entrance of camp. This area has the best line-of-sight in 
both directions. From the north side of this location, there is a 
600 foot line-of-sight towards M-22 and a 1,150 foot line-of-
sight past the artesian well. This location was selected by engi-
neers because of the distance pedestrians would be able to 
see traffic and the amount of time and distance drivers would 

 

Not coming to Little Eden this summer? 

Be sure to mail in your $35 Membership Fee for 2019 before September 30th. And if you’ve had an address, phone number or email 
change, please be sure to notify the camp office. It is your responsibility to let the camp know of any contact information changes. 

Making camp a safer place: Installing a crosswalk 
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f you enjoy golfing, you need to check out our golf week! 
Come and enjoy the golf; come and 

enjoy the fellowship. Even if you don’t 
golf or only want to golf one or two days, 
there are things to do all week in the 
beauty of Northern Michigan in the fall.  

We are once again offering our “Invite a 
Friend” Special.  If you invite friends who 
haven’t been to Little Eden’s Golf & Fel-
lowship Week before, they will receive 
half off the already discounted lodging price for their stay! Or 
if you haven’t been to the week before, you, too, can get the 
1/2 off special! For more information or to register, call 231-
889-4294 or visit our website at www.littleeden.org/golf-
camp.html 

Golf & Fellowship Week:   
First time attendees/Invite a friend special 

I 

If you enjoy Little Eden, consider coming back a  
second week during a slower time of summer: 

 R & R II   
 Lifetime Activities 

 
     

  We also have RV sites available  
 many weeks of the summer! 

 Golf &  
Fellowship Week 

  Quilt Week 

Cooley Bridge on M-55 closed 

f you normally take M-55 to camp, you may 
want to consider an alternate route. The 

Cooley Bridge will be closed April 15—
November 1.  A detour is available but will 
add considerable time to your travels. 

I 



boys and girls, young adults,  
farmers, families, professionals, senior citizens and persons 
from all walks of life. 

Little Eden can sleep 237 persons in the hotel and cabins. 
Rates range from $35 to $250 per week. Its dining hall can 
feed all guests, but many families cook on hot plates or stoves 
in their cabins. Most of the cabins are equipped as efficiency 
apartments. Some remain primitive with guests using the 
camp shower house and toilet. 

No camp-owned cabins are plush. All are furnished with dis-
carded lamps, buffets and dressers from families who knew of 
the need. Many pieces of furniture would make antique deal-
ers haggle. They were contributed before solid oak and walnut 
were in antique demand. And they remain. 

Unchanging 
The unchanging quality of Little Eden is part of its charm. Each 
morning the director rings the original dinner bell to wake up 
campers. The same bell is used for meal and meeting call. 

The green shingle-covered hotel may need remodeling soon 
because of structural problems. Up to now, however, its echo-
ing wooden floors and creaky chairs signal anyone’s presence 
in the chapel, dining hall, second floor sleeping rooms (with a 
shared bath) or attic sleeping quarters, just as it has since 
1944. 

How did Little Eden Camp become so dear to the hearts of 
Archbold families? 

Nofziger remembers from the beginning. He recalls going at 2 
a.m. with Phil Frey, Lewis Britsch, Jesse Short and Sylvanus 
Lugbill to discuss a rent with option to buy the grounds. “The 
owner said ‘no’, so we started home. Phil stopped the car,” 
Nofziger remembers, “and we prayed.” 

Little Eden Camp is a world away    ...by Judy Winnett 

Written in 1985, the 41st year of camp, for the ARCHBOLD BUCKEYE.  
(Reprinted with permission.) 

Continued on pg 4... 

Page 3 LIT TLE E DE N E CHOES  

ittle Eden is its name. 

The beauty of nature is all around. It’s easy to believe you’ve 
stepped into the garden of Eden at Little Eden Camp. Pine 
needles sweeten the air and lay a soft carpet underfoot. Night 
sounds are rhythmically washed with waves lapping at the 
shores of Portage Lake. Spring-fed streams ripple through 8½ 
acres of Michigan woods. A well worn path cuts the creek 
bank down to the waterwheel which spatters crystal clear wa-
ter to delight children and grandparents. Crude bridges arch 
across the streams. Campers pad barefoot along sandy paths 
to log cabins called home for a while. 

Little Eden is located near Onekama, Michigan about 5 miles 
from Lake Michigan. It has been a summer habit for many 
Archbold area people for 40 years. This is Harley Nofziger’s 
41st. 

Leon and Janice Short’s family, rural Archbold, has gone the 
past 15 years. Short said, “The kids have always liked it. We 
started when they were babies. We’ve gone the same week 
each year and learned to know a lot of people better.” 

Can’t Wait 
Pettisville fifth grader Michelle Rupp’s first words to her 
mother when she got off the bus after a first week at boys and 
girls camp were not, “I missed you, Mom.” She said, “I can’t 
wait till next year.” 

Her mother, Mrs. Chuck Rupp, said it was a “neat, growing 
experience” for Michelle to be away from home comfortably 
and not have mom right there. 

Another daughter, Suze, 14, went to Little Eden for her fourth 
year. She is already upset because there are no kids camps 
after Jr. High. Rupp said both girls “just love it.” 

  

  

Summers are planned to offer organized, supervised activities, 
discussions, free time and a Christian-oriented atmosphere for 

L 

Children and parents waiting for the bus to pick them up  
to take them to camp in the 1970s 

The lodge in the early 1980s 



 “By the time the men got home, they agreed to pool resources 
and buy the property outright for $16,500 on faith,” said 
Nofziger. 

From the beginning the camp was not church owned nor de-
nominational. It is now owned by a corporation of about 150 
members who are “committed Christians” and pay annual 
dues of $10. Additional donations and camping fees make up 
the balance of the camp’s operating funds. 

Board officers currently are: Bob Frey, president; Bob Aschli-
man, treasurer; and Cal Britsch, secretary. Members of the 
board are selected for committees handling programs, 
grounds and camp personnel. 

Each year a permanent staff of over 25 people is hired for 
room and board and “spending money” wages.  Additional 
staffers are needed each week as counselors for children’s 
camp, water safety, recreation, kitchen, directors and re-
source persons. Many of these people are recruited from col-
lege students or recent high school graduates from Archbold, 
Pettisville, and Indiana. 

Resource Persons 

Resource persons for adult weeks  
are often professional educators and Christians, which provide 
stimulating discussion each evening in the nostalgic chapel. 

One attractive feature is that campers attending family or 
adult camps can participate as much or as little in organized 
activities as they wish. Attendance is not required. Facilities 
and events are made available to all.  And it seems none can 
resist the charm of it all. 

A freely running artesian well produces 12,575 gallons of pure, 
ice cold water per day. People stop along the road to taste it 
and campers carry it to their cabins. 

Nofziger served as director for 10 years. In all those years, his 
fondest memory is “getting acquainted with people from other 
areas.” People come from as far as Oregon, Pennsylvania, Can-
ada and Mississippi. So it’s not just for Archbold folks, he 
added. 

Recreation 

Recreation facilities include canoeing, sailing, fishing, tennis, 
volleyball, shuffleboard and hiking to Lake Michigan, only a 
few miles north. 

There is always spirited competition with Portage Point, an 
exclusive resort about 3 miles from Little Eden. Many guests 
face the same competitors year after year. Recreation direc-
tors organize events and the winning team proudly carries 
home “the bucket”, a sort-of trophy, which passes sentimen-
tally back and forth. 

Activity begins late in May with grounds clean-up. Camps be-
gin in June for children. Bus transportation is provided from 
Archbold, Ohio and the Goshen, Indiana area, the two com-
munities who send largest numbers of children. 

Boys and girls camp is for fourth, fifth and sixth graders. It of-
fers swimming lessons, crafts activities, Bible study and group 
recreation. Junior High Camp follows and is geared for slightly 
older crafts, Bible study and recreation. 

Family Camps 

The first family camp begins the first week in July. It is fol-
lowed by weeks for: Christian Fellowship, Home Builders, 
Christian Business and Professional, Family, Farmers, 
Rest/Relaxation/Meditation, Senior Citizens Fellowship and 
Fishermen. 

The last official camp is usually the first week in September 
and is geared for those who want to seriously fish with little 
group involvement or planned activities. 

Little Eden Camp is a world away 

...continued from pg. 3 
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Plaque on history wall honoring the five original men who decided to 
purchase the property in 1944 

 

 

 

 

Summer 
team from 

1982 
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Work Weekend: May 16 - 19 
Help with spring cleaning, building projects and repairs as 

we prepare camp for the summer.  

 

 

Junior High Youth Camp: June 9 - 14 
   (completed 6th, 7th & 8th grades) 

 

Boys & Girls Camp: June 16 - 21 
   (completed 3rd, 4th & 5th grades) 

 

High School Camp: June 16 - 21 
   (completed 9th, 10th & 11th grades)  
 

Download Youth Camp Registration Forms at  

www.littleeden.org or contact the camp. 

 

 

Pre-Family I Week: June 8 - 15 
   - No resource person or camp program. 

 

Pre-Family II Week: June 15 - 22 
   - No resource person or camp program. 

 

Genesis Week: June 22 - June 29 
   Sarah Short of Archbold, OH 

 

First Family Week: June 29 - July 6 
    John Schmid of Berlin, OH 

 

Christian Fellowship Week: July 6 - 13 
   Jeff Reichanadter of Indianapolis, IN 

 

Home Builders Week: July 13- 20 
   Jeff Polen of Applecreek, OH 

 

Christian Business/Prof. Week: July 20 - 27 
   Cal Emerson of Owosso, MI 

 

Second Family Week: July 27 - August 3 
   Tim Miller of Naubinway, MI 

Farmers Week: August 3 - 10 
   Bill Holsopple of Archbold, OH 

 

Rest & Relaxation Week 1: August 10 - 17 
    Gary Waterson of Benzonia, MI  

 

Rest & Relaxation II/Home School Week: 

August 17 - 24 
   Tyler Hartford of Goshen, IN 

 

Lifetime Activities: August 24 - 31 

- Biking, Hiking, Relaxing, Fishing, Beaches 
   - No food service, resource person or camp program. 

 

Golf and Fellowship Week:  
August 31 - September 7 
  Gail Shetler of Goshen, IN 

 

Quilting Week: September 8 - 13 
  Carolyn Snyder of Archbold, OH 

 

Enjoy quilting or just come  

enjoy Little Eden in the beautiful fall.  

 

 

Fall Work Weekend: October 17 - 20 

   Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 19 

 

Fall Scrapbook Retreats:  

October 24-27 & October 31-November 3 

   We still have room for you in the October 31- 

   November 3 weekend - download a brochure at  

   https://www.littleeden.org/scrapbook-retreats.html 
 

Little Eden’s 75th Anniversary Celebration: 

November 9 

   Save the date for our 75th Anniversary Celebration to  

   be held at Sauder Village Founder’s Hall at 6 pm.  

   This will be an evening of thanksgiving, celebration and  

   praise. See page 1 for more details. Buy your tickets at 

   camp this summer! 

2019 Events, Family Camps & Summer Programs 

New ice cream and paper bowls for this summer 

his summer, Little Eden will be carrying a local dairy ice cream and serving it in paper bowls.  
Known for its creamy goodness and quality of ingredients, flavors will include traditional ones like 

Michigan Black Cherry, Butter Churn Pecan, Grandpa’s Vanilla and Mom’s Cookie Dough, but will also 
include some new ones like Peanut Udder Bliss, Hoofprints and more. If you would like to learn more 
about their ice cream or tour the farm on the way up to Little Eden, visit countrydairy.com for more 
information. Pricing this summer will be $1, $2 and $3 for ice cream. 

T 
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here is still room to sign up for any of the three  
weeks of Youth Camps 2019.  Need additional  
registration brochures?  Download them at 

www.littleeden.org/youth-camps.html 

Boys & Girls Camp: Sunday, June 16 – Friday, June 21 

 - For those completing 3rd, 4th & 5th grades 

Junior Youth Camp: Sunday, June 9 – Friday, June 14 

 - For those completing 6th, 7th & 8th grades 

High School Camp: Sunday, June 16 – Friday June 21 

 - For those completing 9th, 10th & 11th grades  
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Make plans to attend the annual Spring Work Weekend!  

Come help with spring clean-up and getting camp ready for 
the summer. We will be doing some preliminary work on 
Thursday, May 16, and then working all day Friday, May 17 
and Saturday, May 18. Housing and meals are provided for 
those who volunteer. Meals will be served from Thursday 
lunch through Sunday breakfast. Please let the camp know 
when you will be arriving and what meals you will be eating.   

Work projects will include spring  
clean-up inside and  
outside of camp 
 buildings, removing a skylight and repairing 
                      the roof, staining  
                      Shuffle Inn, a few electrical 
                         projects, assembling furniture for  
                       main floor lodge, installing wallboard 
                           in the kitchen, splitting firewood,  
                      grounds clean-up and other projects.   

There will be something for everyone from single adults to 
families with children to retirees! 

We hope to see you there! 

Spring Work Weekend, May 16-19 

Inside this issue: 

Youth Camps 2019: There’s still room for you! 


