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ear round, the camp has experienced countless 
short-term outages and more than ten extended 
outages in the past four years, with the longest 

outage being more than 40 hours. When these outages 
occur, camp loses food in the walk-in cooler, but even 
worse are the inconveniences experienced by our campers 
and guests. When we lose power, we are unable to run the 
kitchen and prepare meals. We also lose all water because 
we have a well; we lose sewer because we have a sewer 
pump; and we lose heat because our system requires elec-
tricity. These are huge inconveniences to both our summer 
campers and our off season guests, especially when you 
have to rush a young child a couple of miles up the road in 
order to use the restroom. 

Unfortunately in the future, with ash trees, beech trees 
and now oak trees in the area dead or dying, we do not 
see the problem getting better. Little Eden has been proac-
tive in cutting down dead trees at camp, but the power grid 
that supplies power to camp goes across miles of woods 
and swamp, and the power company is not able to ensure 
the power lines feeding camp are free of dead trees. 

To fix this problem and give our campers and families at 
camp a better experience, we are looking to install a large 
generator to power the main electrical service at the lodge 
in times of outages. This will ensure we have power in the 
lodge for meal preparation, prevent us from losing food in 
the cooler and freezer, and run the well, the sewer pump, 
and heating system. Even though guests might not have 
lights in all the cabins, they would have the conveniences of 
running water and flushable toilets to use. 
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2016 Camp to install generator to address power outages 

Over the past several years, Little Eden has experienced frequent power outages. 

Our plan is to install the generator yet this spring. A 

natural gas powered generator the size we need costs 

$32,000 installed. With the staff, board of directors and  

some supporters, we already have $11,175 committed. 

We ask that you consider donating to this project to 

ensure its completion before the 2016 summer season.  

Thank you so much for considering being a part of 

this project! 

 
Spring Work Weekend 
 

Each May, Little Eden holds a Spring 
Work Weekend in which volunteers 
come to camp to help get it ready 
for the summer season. This year’s 
Work Weekend is May 13-15. You 
are welcome to arrive as early as 
Thursday and stay through Sunday. 
Housing and meals are provided 
Friday breakfast through Sunday 
breakfast for those volunteering.  

Projects will include painting/
staining buildings, outdoor clean up, 
indoor spring cleaning, splitting 
wood, putting picnic tables and 
benches out around camp, putting in 
the dock, and other projects.  

Please call the camp to let 
us know if you will be com-
ing and what meals you will 
be here for so we can plan 
for your attendance. Any 
and all help is greatly ap-
preciated in preparing 
camp for the summer 
season! 
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On a waiting list and 
wondering how to  
get into Little Eden  
this summer? 

Consider booking an RV site. 
Many weeks of the summer 
will have openings. Don’t 
have a trailer?  The camp has 
a list of nearby places to rent 
them from. Call Kathy at 231-
889-4294 for availability. 
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To help keep our operational costs low, we ask that you please consider  
paying your camp bill with cash or a check.  

Credit cards are accepted, but increase costs for the camp. 

Master site plan and board update 

he Master Site Plan Task Force continues to be diligent 
with the task given to them from the camp board. This 
task includes: 

 determining the use of the new property across the 
road 

 coming up with a plan for additional housing to allow 
more people from the waiting list to attend camp 

 figuring out a larger worship area 

 adding some additional meeting space 

 determining where Little Eden could locate a multi-
purpose building 

 adding more recreation options, both inside 
and outside 

 evaluating/addressing the support systems 
which would be affected by growth 

However, one of the goals in this process is to not 
make camp crowded or change the overall “feel” of Little Eden. 

Why has the board made this a priority now? Currently, 

Little Eden has 976 waiting list requests throughout the summer 
which consists of 546 different individuals or families for our sum-
mer programs. These families want to be able to enjoy Little Eden 
during the summer like so many families have for generations in 
the past. 

Last summer, we had a first-time couple at camp whose children 
were grown and out of the house. As the gentleman was settling 
his bill in the office at the end of the week, he shared with the 
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The busy weeks of Family Camps are incredibly fun times of 
the year—friends gathered round, families sharing cabins, 
games played, ice cream eaten, memories to last a lifetime…. 
But many who visit Little Eden for a second time during the 
quieter weeks of summer say how much they enjoy and ap-
preciate coming back to camp to relax, refresh, and renew.   

So we would encourage you to consider coming back during 
one of these weeks, which usually have openings: 

 Pre-Family 1 (June 11-18) 

 Pre-Family 2 (June 18-25) 

 R&R II/Home School Week (August 20-27) 

 Lifetime Activities (August 27-September 3) 

 Golf Week (September 3-10) 

 Quilt Weeks 1 & 2 (September 10-24) 
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staff that he had been on the waiting list for 30 years and this was 
the first time he had received a call for an opening in family camp. 
As he told his story, he said: 

“My wife and I had a wonderful week and hope we can 
come back again!….I just wish our family could have at-
tended while our children were growing up so that we 
could have had this as a part of our family’s tradition like 
so many other families have had. Now that our children 
are grown and gone, this will probably never be a part of 
their traditions.”  

This individual is not alone. There are hun-
dreds of people on our waiting lists who 
can identify with this family. They are on 
the waiting list but rarely or never have the 
opportunity to attend camp. Or if they at-
tend camp, they have to stay off-site or 
stay with current permanent holders to be 

able to come. It is people with stories like this that the board, the 
members of the task force, and the staff would love to be able to 
accommodate so they can have the same opportunities that per-
manent holders have enjoyed for four generations now. 

Other progress. Other progress also includes the board working 

to form a committee to assist with fundraising for these potential 
projects. Some of the individuals who will be a part of this commit-
tee have begun to do preliminary research, work and recruitment 
so that when camp is ready to move forward with projects, this 
committee will be too. 

 
Currently, Little Eden has 
976 waiting list requests 
throughout the summer. 

Enjoy Little Eden during a quieter time of summer 



Work Weekend: May 13 - 15 
Help with spring cleaning, building projects and repairs as we 

prepare for the summer.  

   

Youth Camps: 

Junior Youth Camp:  June 12 - 17 

Boys & Girls Camp:   June 19 - 24 

High School Camp:   June 19 - 24 
    

Genesis Week: June 25 - July 2 
   Johnny Crist of Lilbum, GA 

 

First Family Week: July 2 - July 9 
   Bill Holsopple of Archbold, OH 

 

Christian Fellowship Week: July 9 - 16 
   Cal Emerson of Owosso, MI 

 

Home Builders Week: July 16 - 23 
   Justin Maust of Granger, IN 

 

Christian Business/Prof. Week:  July 23 - 30 
   Tim Miller of Naubinway, MI 

   

Second Family Week: July 30 - August 6 
   Ryan Ahlgrim of Richmond, VA 

 

Farmers Week: August 6 - 13 
  Ned & Debbi Wyse of Camden, MI 

 

Rest & Relaxation Week 1: August 13 - 20 
   Glenn Nofziger of Berlin, OH 

R & R II/Home School Week: August 20 - 27 
   Jeff Polen of Apple Creek, OH  

 

Lifetime Activities: August 27 - September 3 

- Biking, Hiking, Relaxing, Fishing, Beaches 
   - No food service, resource person or camp program. 

Enjoy any of the above activities or just come to enjoy Little Eden 

during a quieter week of the year.   

 

Golf and Fellowship Week: Sept. 3 - 10 
   Sherm Kauffman of Goshen, IN 

 

Quilting Weeks: 

Week 1 - September 11 - 16 

Week 2 - September 16 - 21 
  Carolyn Snyder of Archbold, OH 

        Enjoy quilting either quilt weeks or just come  

              to enjoy Little Eden in the beautiful fall.   
    

  Fall Work Weekend:  

  October 21 - 23 

     Annual Member’s Meeting  

  on Saturday at 8:00 pm  

 

 
Fall Scrapbooking Retreats:  

October 27 - 30 and November 3 - 6 
We still have room for you! Download a brochure  

at www.littleeden.org/scrapbook-retreats.html 

 

Victorian Sleighbell Weekend: Dec. 1 - 4 
   Call to book a cabin. 
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Little Eden Family Camps, Summer Programs & More 

his year’s Quilt Weeks are September 11-16 and Septem-

ber 16-21. Led by Carolyn Snyder, the quilt pattern will be 

Wish Upon by Deb Tucker. Whether you’re an accomplished 

quilter or a beginner, you won’t want to 

miss this week of fun, laughter, sewing 

instruction, and dear time with friends 

or soon to become friends.  

We have room in both weeks, so sign 

up today (and invite a friend while you 

are at it!) by calling the camp at 231-

889-4294 or visiting our website at 

www.littleeden.org/quilt-camps.html 

Quilt Weeks 

f you enjoy golfing, 

you need to check out 

our golf week! Little Eden 

Camp’s Golf Week begins 

the Saturday of Labor 

Day weekend and runs 

for a week.  

Come and enjoy the fellowship. Golf in the beauty of a  

Northern Michigan fall. We have room available for you to 

bring friends! For more information or to register, call the 

camp at 231-889-4294 or visit our website at 

www.littleeden.org/golf-camp.html 

Golf Week 
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he May 1 Discount Deadline for Little Eden Youth 
Camps is quickly approaching. Take advantage of $25 
in savings by sending your children’s registration 

forms in before then. Need additional registration brochures? 
Download them from our recently re-designed website at 
www.littleeden.org/youth-camps.html 

Wondering why you should consider sending your child or 
teen to Little Eden’s Youth Camps? Here’s what one high 
schooler said about her many years as a Little Eden camper: 

“I love Little Eden so much! I love the atmosphere and the 
fun! But mostly, what makes Little Eden so amazing is 
that you can always feel God’s presence while at camp. 
Little Eden has changed and molded me into a better per-
son and has helped me so much in my walk with God.” 

Boys & Girls Camp: Sunday, June 19 – Friday, June 24 

- For those completing 3rd, 4th& 5th grades  

Junior Youth Camp: Sunday, June 12 – Friday, June 17 

- For those completing 6th, 7th & 8th grades 

High School Camp: Sunday June 19 – Friday June 24 

- For those completing 9th, 10th & 11th grades  

Youth Camps 2016: Discount deadline approaching 
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YOU won’t want to miss the great 

memories made at Little Eden! 

Quilt needed for  
Quilt Raffle 

 

Many summers, Little Eden has raffled a 

quilt during the summer. The proceeds of 

the event go to the Friends of Little Eden 

Fund which helps underwrite improve-

ments to the camp’s facilities.  

This year, we don’t yet have a quilt. The 

camp would like to challenge those who 

quilt to think about donating one for this 

year’s raffle. Some years, the Quilt Raffle 

has raised as much as $2,100. If you 

would like to donate a quilt to help the 

tradition continue, please contact Wayne 

at the camp office. 

 


